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To clear up a few loose ends from last issue the articles from Philip Josk
Farmer and Frank Belknap never arrived as promised. Other material has been re-
turned to the authors {(at their request). For this and other reasons no promises
will be made about future issues.

Pay no attention to rumors circulating about ljF. Some fans have paid attention
and as a resuli there are strange stories going around. Some of these are traceable
to Ed Meskys. Just because he gets his mail care of me doesn’t mean that he’s me
or that he knows anything about me. Forwarding his mail to him doesn®t mean seeing
him even.

Just because I'm a fan doesn®t mean that I'm required to correspond with any-
one., So this is fair warning not to expect an. answer.

licre book and fanzine reviews will be back as soon as scome of the articles
have seen print after all these years. Abandon not all hope ye who enter here.



PLOTTING AND WRITING UNSCIENCE FICTION
by
Bob Tucker

Quote: "The only faults that I can see ({in MNew Frontiers)) are that it is
a 1little dry in spots, and perhaps puts a bit too much emphasis on how good the
good old days were. DBut those should disappear in time -- maybe Norman will
even get Tucker to write an article on the scilentific theory behind his famous
short story, “The Princess of Detroit®, -- Robert Coulson, in Yandro.

Quote: "How about that article Coulson suggested in a recent Yandro?" --
Norm Metcalf, from his correspondence.

You’ve been had, friend. Coulson is knowvm for his wry wit.

"The Princess of Detroit® was my second published story, appearing in
Future combined with Science Fiction for June, 1942. It was purchased by Robert
Lowndes and rushed into print as a sequel to my first story, which shall remain
nameless here for fear Coulson will find that one too. #Princess” ran off at
the mouth for four-thousand precious words, earned me about twenty dollars, and
copped the cover on the June, 1942 issue for one very ordinary reason: it pro-
vided an excuse for John Forte to paint a scene showing a Centaurian "birdman®,
and a handsome hero in a red uniform pointing to a space ship falling through =
yellow sky. Do you remember the complaints we used to make about those yellow
skies? 1 daresay that bit of unscience fiction plummeted magazine sales to new
lows.

Mot everyone can write successful unscience fiction and get paid twenty
dollars for it. Fools and ignoramuses can do it easily with only two typing
fingers, as I demonstrated, but it requires years of study. I studied the news-
papers of the day (mainly The American Weekly) and the scholarly scientific
magazines (such as Boys Life). After much hard work, wasted paper and sleepless
nights worrying over astrophysics, I produced *The Princess of Detroit' which my
fond readers (such as Buck Coulson) remember to this day. Damn him.

Astronomy had always been wy favorite branch of science and although I
could not remember whether there were six or eight planets up there in the
purple void, I knew some were there and this knowledge placed me a cut above the
ordinary boob. The possession of a typewriter, plus my superior knowledge, led
to the inevitable conclusion that I could enrich myself by writing scientific
epics. I did.

The plot of the tale called for a refueling depot to be hanging in space
“one day’s journey out from Earth". This depot, referred to as "a big metal
apple' and a “glorified gas station® was fixed on a traffic route called the
Outer Passage, detween Barth and Alpha Centauri. The refueling depot was
anchored there "more or less stationary by the power (drasm from) the sun and to
a minor degree, the other stars'. The two gas Jjockeys running the depot were
Pinko, a Centaurian birdman who was in command, and the clever fellow telling
the story who was Pinko®s assistant. The clever young man believed himself to
be a terrific comedlan; he was fond of saying funny things and then pausing to
give his readers time to laugh. Unfortunately, some of them did. (Hello, Buck.)

The story, soundly based on these scientific principles, then got off to a
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furious start. The assistant discovers a large ship dropping in on them from
the wrong direction -- the ship on the cover, although the yellow sky must be
blamed on Forte or editor Lowndes, not me. The ship lands clumsily on the outer
hull, crawls over to the lowering cradle and is brought inside the depot. 4And
there was another powerful slice of science for you; you simply don’t find ships
like that anymore!

Once inside, the ship fails to open, and so our two heroes crack it open to
find it deserted, apparently. Checking the ship's history they learn that it
has been lost for a couple of years -~ the crew had deserted long ago and it was
thought the vessel had fallen into the sun. Meanwhile, another ship, a freight-
er, 1Is outside and clamoring for fuel and so the young assistanlt takes the mys-
tery ship outside to walt while the freighter is brought inside and refueled.
Once he gets into space, everything explodes beneath him.

"The poor ship (the.waiting freighter) never got inside then, and not for
sometime thereafter. Her crack pilot squatted her down dead center on the
cradle and waited for Pinko to lower away. Pinko would have, too, if it were
not for the fact a three-ring circus suddenly and unexpectedly exploded outside
his vision plate window! Too, I imagine that the crew of the freighter forgot
all agbout their landing duties as they lined up at their plates and windows,
stupefied, to watch the spectacle. I was a few minutes late realizing it, but
me and the Princess of Detroit were providing the entertainment.

“ind it wasn®t my fault, either.. I was sitting there like g perfect
gentleman with wmy hands folded in my lap, watching, when most unexpectedly a
blunt object connected with the back of my head! It was most surprising, es-
peeially to me. Quite an unsportsmanlike gesture to be sure, so instead of fal-
ling out of the chair like any decently black-jacked gentleman would have, I
slopped forward across the panel onto a row of studs. 4nd naturally things oc-
curred.

"Miy wallowing cow was suddenly fed a magnificent burst of overrich fuel,
plunging it forward like a rocket amok, which was just what it was! Simultane-
ously, upper and lower steering rockets burst into flame and the long heavy ship
began executing neat somersaults, spinning end on and in turbulent bursts like a
pinuheel gone madi! Forward flip-flops. For perhaps a full minute on the stage
of deep space it gave a creditable imitation of those theatrical oriental tum-
blers, six lean lithe gentlemen, each attempting to out-whirl, out-tumble their
whirling brothers.

“ind then we stopped dead still, like jutiing into a wall.

"Forward braking rockets grabbed ether and nvllified the push from the
rear. The steering rockets continued to belch flame. Jammed as we were between
two forces, front and rear, we could do but one thing. ‘e spun. Like a mad
little planet streaking its day and night into perpetual twilight, amok on its
axis, we spun. Like a runaway merry-go-round, minus glassy-eyed horses and
Jangling organ, we whirled!

By this time, I trust, you perceive my knowledge of astronomy and astro-
physics leaking through the powerful lines of the tale. But hold! the best is
still to come. After all the above there is a moment of peace as the young man
comes to his senses and finds that he is not alcne on the big ship. It seens
that the plastic ceiling of the operations cabin has some of the properties of
ordinary plaster, because it has now cracked and powdered down on the young fel~
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low. The powdler has also fallen on another figure, a nude wommn who -- unitil
that memeent — had been inwisible. It was she who brougiit the ship into the de-
pot, she who wiielded the blackjack. The yuung hero atteampts to take the weapon
away faoom her, causing amoither fight and still ancther extiibiition of criemtal
tuntiling on ﬂhe stage of deep space. -

"We were off againt! That was a miistake, attompting to pawt a woman fomm
her weapon. - ...Bellowing and leapimg backwards I made the second miistake of
squeiting squarely on the pamel board. ..With its rear to the depot my ship
suddenrily vomited flaame and kicked offff, the force of the imitial explosion shud-
dering the station on its anchors! Sﬂ:raight awaly,into deep space we arrwwed, as
fast as a tardy little comxt hastenimg to complete its owibiit, (Nwte the astro-
nomiesl dieiteil.) For the space of a few seconds. Amnd them...that long ungminly
elephamitine vessel checked itself in the time it takes to gasp a breath, and
flopped ower on its back; compiditely reversimg its direction in one lmgth of
itself and then came speedmg back! Wihen I scramibled wp...cand punched a stud,

I took up my life whare it left off shomt seconds before and thou@nt to leok out
the port window. I stared into the ashen face of the freighiter capitain, seem-
ingly a few feet away. Blis face was so pale the wiiiskers stood owt one by ome.
Batiind him I caught a glimpse of the crew, swamring wihere they stood. I grimmed
a sickly hello. The captain fainted."

I submiit, genthemen, that Dr. E. E. Smith can do no beftter. He is certain-
ly less emtertaimimg. Amd I have yet to read a Gemrge O. Smith story in wihich
he causes a ship to perfimrm as nimibly as mime. Frankly, I doubt that either
Smiith possesses the necessary grasp of science to enalble a spaceship to reverse
its direction of flight in one length of itself. It remmined for me to intro-
duce this thouwgllit-weariamt.

Now, about that maitter of the invisible woman ridimmg the abandoned vessel.
It developed that she had been smufled aboard by a cresvmenther itwdhiing for com-
pany, but the captain had quickly discovered her because she wasn’t mvilsible in
the beginning. There was a muitiny, the capitain was muulered and the crew
abandoned the ship -- also abandoming the woman to her fate. So she rode the
starllames for two years, liwimmg on ship®s rations and slowly losm:g her miind.
She mmnes that she is the Princess of I¢hwiit because that is the vesssl’s
name; she imagines a countly retinue dwedlling there wiith her; and wien fuel runs
low she retains suffificient sense to visit the refuelimg depot and steal some.
The Princess and the yuung hero now spend a shaort ume in space together, wedif-
img for sommdfhing to happen. She believes that he is a crack pilot, takimg her
to her pegple, but he mexwely stalls alomg at low speed, knowing that some ship
wiill overtake them and rescue him. They eat mweals they canmot see, for alttronugh
canned rations remwin, the labels have disappeared and the foodlstufff inside is
also quite invisible.

In due time a military cruiser owartakes them, boards them, and rescues the
two of them - but not before some fumny business in wiiich the young hero wili-
amitly atthﬂr%ﬁs to perflonrm imtoeductions between the space mmrines and a womgn
who cannot be seen.

And then, in the closimg paragraphs, it is all summed up nicely wiith striet
sciienttific explamzitions., "It was caused by cosmiic rays (Pimko declared). The
womzn was left abwend..cmd driven imsame by fright and londliness....Yes, it
was cosmiic rays. Qdd that they could cause inwusibiility!"™

Danmed odd, eh Buck? I may wiiite a sequel to that sequel if my clmmmg
puililic demmdls it, . . ((The M)) :
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' PAPER SPACEWARP
by
John B@amhan

Sheulld scieonee fietimn have anythimg to do wiith sciemce? A decemt regard
for both the intellipgace of readers and the principles of semamifics wanlld seem
to resammend an afffymative answer to this question. Yet mich maitcvial purpartimg
to be science fiction is either uncommscted wiith, or in flat conitradiiction
to, the sciemce on wiich this gemre of wniitimg is supposed to be grounded.

Let me make clear at the beginnimg that I am not adworziting the limiitations
of 196075 science fictimn to 1960°s science. The notion of absolute validity
has no relewance in scienttific laws. A theory is accepted if the
evidence for it is overwhelniing, if it can be used to prediict further fimdings,
and if no conttrary exammiles of incomitrosatible vallidity are known to exiist, On
this basiis, for examyle, there is a slight pmssiliility that the phlogiston
theory of comimision is comrect. Hovereor, any awthor attemptimg to use resuilili-
metted phlogiston as spaceship fuel owes an explamation of some kind to his rea-
ders, at a fairly early point in the story.

Examiles of flat centtradliction of scienitific laws are umfortunzitely rife in
science fiction. Ome wihwle field wihere "scuerififfic? charlateanssm is widespread
is psiomme-fiction -- stories whose gimmiicks are aspects of "extra-sensory per-
ception”. These stories have mulitiplied likke rabifiits in recemt years, and have
virtually taken over one formmnly leadimg proz:me Yet no rigorous explanation
of psicnitific theory has ever ammed (U, experinerital work demonbizates
nothimg but an ignorance of statistics on the pawt of such psionttists as wark in
good faith (2).

Audiher discrepancy between science and science fiction occurs in dealimg
with grawitational theory, Tlis arises fimm a dissatisfacticom'with the slww
crawl at wiiich light is accustomed to mowe. Since electnomagredtic radiation
travels throwgh a vacoum at a mere 300,000 kilomwters per second, some awthors
have turmed to grawitational theory in an aﬂhmp& to fimd a higher limitimg ve-
locity, or perhaps no limitimg velocity at all

Cin this be done? The m:qnmsmn that it niight arises fiom the compplexi-
ties Emsiteiind s theory of grawiitatiom. While it is not tmme that Eimstein
said that only twelve men could understamd this theory, some aspects of it are
diiffficullt to expllain in a popularized memmer, It wiill be showm, howearar, that an
inguiry to a grawitational field themtist wmiild have prevemted mamy an author
gmm commititting howtlers., I shelll attenpt to comffine higher-mathemastics to the’
ootnotes, -

Emslwm’s theory of grawiitation is cofften called the gemersl theory of rel-
ativity, a name wiiich has little to resommend it except sewmral decades of usage
(1) - Psionic effects could be tidkem a Littile more sericusly if their supperters
wanlld tell us winit the Lagrangian of the psi field is, whut field equiitions are
obttained from this Lagramgian, what normadlized wave fuinctions are solutions of
these equaitions, and how these theummsiical comzlusions agree wiith experimentts.
(2) - G R. Price, Science 122, 359 (1955); Mattin Gerdmer, Fads and Falllacies

(Dorer PuiBlications, Inc., New Yark (‘195?7)), ppv 299-314;
D. H. Rawwkifffe, Ilivsions and Didlusions of the and the Odemilt
(Dasear Blﬁilimttmns, Inc., New Yark (19%9), pp. 42 478,
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(3). The principle of relativity, as e:qpressed by Eimstein in 1905 W, states
that all inenftial systems, mwxing umf@mmly and in a straight lime relatiwe to
one amvitheor, are physically eguivallemit, i.e.., physical laws are invariant under
a tramsfiormation fiom one inertial co-ardinate system to another. (An inential
co-ordinate system is a firame off referemce in wihich the acwsleration of a body
is pr nal only,to the net force actimg upon it.) The theory of grawiita-
ich Bimstein, developed in 1916 does not obey this principle except for

Mmﬂ distamces. It is therefore less, not more, geme=ral than the
theory of .relativity mﬁhmrshown to be valid for meoHamirsl and electiromagmei-
ic sysﬂmms

The theory of relativrlty showed that the velosity of electimmagndtic radia-
tion in a vacum is a fundameeritdl comstanit, imdependent of the velocity of the
radiiation’s emiitter. THiis,comstamt, denoted "c”, is also the upper limit of
velocity for any masestial ﬂumﬂt, or for the trzmsmiission of imfiormation (5).

Since interstel]ar d;pt’énces are on the order of light-years, the theory of
relativity is imconveniient to. mamy plots. Some authors have meet this challemge
by buildimg stories around the LamarttzRitzgerald conitraction, one of the conmse-
quences of the theory. This efffect, observed exparineatitdlly in mecosuremseiits of
the decay times of. fast mwmsoms, is a shrimkimg of the time scale by a factor

g

wihege vV is the velogity of the speoe ship, mesom, or other maitgvial ofbject.

Eimstein®s theory of grawiitation does not fit into the finmmework of the
earlier theory of relativity. THecweffore, it is necessary to raise the question
of whedfher veloxitties greater than ¢ are permifited by Emstein®s theory. Buk
Bimstein’s equetions for the O?mzutatnonal field can be put in the same fomm as
the equuition of propagation of an'electinmagmedtic wawe, with the same velowity
of propagsttion ¢ (6). Tiharefore grawitational effects will be propagated at the
same velocity as electnomagmdtic efffecits, and no faster. _

Emstein®s theory of grawitation diiffers fiom all ‘other phyysiical theories
in that its field equuitions are non-linear. The comiimed effect of two grawiita-
tional; fields cammot be obtaimed simyply by adding the efffects of each field.

But the above argumentt does not depend on ﬁeld limearity. If we make a limear
approximsition to Eimstein’s field equuitions, by assmming that the grawiitational

3) - V. A. Fock, The Theory of Space, Time amd _G_imm (Pegganon: Press, New

Yaxk, 1959)» p. 368

(4) - A. Einstein, Ammlen der Physik 17, (1905). An Engilish tnzmslation of

this papﬂ' appears in Lorenitz, Emstein, mkmwsklm, and Mégl, The Pmnc:l&'l.es of

R ketfiiwiity (Dower Puﬂi]ilcattmns, Inc., New Youuk,' 1 , p. 35

g) The phase velociity of a wave is given l%y /v; witere v is the velocity
the wave as & signal (group velodiity). v c, then w A c, Howesear, the

phase waye manely modilites the wave which travels at- velocity v, and cannok be

used to. tizamsniit informsition about the physiical “system wiiich emitts the wawe.

The next time Yyou see a caifempiillar, note that the unmdhikitions of its crawlimg

mation “travel - alomg its body much faster than the larva itself crawﬂls. 'lﬂhese

badlily umdhilations are the phase awes of the c&ﬂmmﬂlar. : = e -

(6) - Foolk, op. giflte, po 175.......° == ettt _
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field is weak, the plame-wave solutions of the field egmﬁmns agate wiith
the velocity é (7): Howsearr, this doesn’t ldave open ptmgﬁﬂlity that an
exact solution wiill make higher velodities possible.

Sewearzil science fiction stories indicate that grawitational emwes are miis-
undlerstood by authorrs. Ny solutions of both the exart and the limearized
grawiftational field equumitions can be interpreted as representimg radiation.
Howoear, these wawes carry so little energy that its detection poses almwst in-
superable problems. For exampile, a dounbbesitar system wanild radiate omly about
meettﬁﬂlﬁmmth (10~12) of its total energy per year by grawiitational radiation
(8). Prof. Joseph Méther has estimated that research into the gemaration and de-
tection of grawirtational wawes wmild cost at least as much as the Niahhittan Pro-
ject, owing to the extremely smadll values of the qumnifity to be detected.

An electromagedtic wave may be thought of as a combbmition of an electric
vector and a mapgedtic vector. This has lead some authors to dewise "grawito--
elecitric” and Ygravit@mpgettic wares, comstructed by an analogy fuwwom a * pitic"
vector. But the diffenemce between an electric field and a mupgmdtic fie
depends omly on the relatiwe velocity of the field®s sources and the observer.

We speak mare appugpiiitely, therefore, of the “elecmmmgmebmc" field. The
grawitational field, umlike the magedtic field, is not related to the electric
field in this simple fashion.

In an attempt to explain one imppessbbility by another “grawiitoslediric" and
"gravitomggedtic” waves somudtimes appear in science fiction as the mmams by wliich

psionic efffects are tramsmiitted. Roideart Hbénllein®s Sixth Colwmn and L. Sprague
de Camp’s The Gilory That (s are two exampples. In the latter story, a
thoughteorntwlled tramsmiitter is set up inside a huge bronze statme. One of
the charadters wowntdars why the medtal does not absorb the wemms., Auudther replies
that, wiiile mudtil absorbs electnomagmnstic wawes, it has no effect on this radia-
tion because it is gravitomsgrdtic. Howeeer, if a comiludior of eleditricity ab-
sorbs electiomagdtic wanes, a mass walld analogowsly absorb grawiitational wames.

ly different vanieties of grawitational wawes, with “electrie-tipe"
and "mggﬂbim—type" prapetties, have been deduced themmwsttically fiwn the Ein-
steimian field equmitions for a weak (limearized) grawiitational field (9). But
these desmriptions refer omly to the s é‘ur,y propurties of the radiation®s
source and not to any relatromship wiith electmsmagredtic wawes

Emstein’s theory of grawiitation thus poses a comsiderable c]m]llmge to
science fiction wriiters. Can a story be wiitten in wiich this theory is inter-
preted comrecily, and is an imppottamt gimmiick in the plot; and at the same time
can such a story be made interestimg to the average reader? Thiis problomm has
been met for other physical theories. It showld be very woorthwiliile to see whumt
can be done wiith this one. -

e End

(7) - P. G. Bergmann, Imtnenduction tw tike Theory of Redldtivity (Premtice—Hkll,
Inc., Emglewood Clhiffs, New Jersey, 1942), p. 1372,

(8) - L. Landau and E. Lifshitz, The Classical Theory of Flelds (Adidison Wasley
Press, Inc., Clmhbnﬁ?e Ndassabhusttts, 1951)» p. 331*%
P.

(9) - J. Buardman G. Bergmamm, Piyssical Rewiew 115, 1318 (1959).
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" JOSEPH FANN AND HIS BROTHERS
e
'Himtry Wéanear, Jr.
Fans ﬂle Caves

It is customary to assime that Columibus discovered Ammriica in 1492, altthough
there is little douibt that many expllorers purposely or inadwertemtly reached
this conitinemt before him. We speak of Amzing Stomies as the first science
fiction prozine, in spite of the imeflutable evidence of the existemce of science
fiction dime nowzls that came decades soomer. Such miisnomwars are the resuilt of
the custtom of comsiderimg as the ariginal wiiichevar latbeoomer begins a persis-
tent pattern or tremd. Columbus didn’t really discover but he did a good job of
plﬁi]immty on wiat he did and began to popiilate the Amariicas wiith people who ware
not red in hee. Gmmsback”s meggzine resulted in numerous imitators wilille the
dime nowel prozines did not survive an uminterrupted lifie. Sometthing of this
sort must be undierstivod wien we speak of fmrﬁnm”s origins. We say that faniiom
began in an unorgamized sense witth the letter sections in the prozines and at
the start of the 1930"s wiith the first fanzines and first fan clubs. But frartion
really dates mich further back into the past. The esnllier forms of fanac do net
get the credlit, because they did not have consequemeces that ware comseenitive and
because their mmjor forms of activity differed somswhizit focom those that ware pop-
ular in the 1930°s. They either died or simmsored unifil gemeral fandiom of tie
{930°s evolved. Like the-real discoverers of Muecika, the predecessors to gemeral
fandton are diifficuilt to track down in fulll dettmiil and it is im:;mmlhie'oobe sure
that we have detected them all. We are doulillessly ignoramt today of nummrous
smadll groups of readers and colllectors who fommed shromt-liwed clubs. It is un-
reasonable to. assume that there were not ovtasiomal carbon-copied or hectographed
puiiilications foom science fiction fans before the first fanzines that we know
abonit, It is hn;pxmlb]le to be sure that groups of readers didn’t elect offficers
and mest re ly in larger cities, leaving behind no traces for lack of a pro-
zine puildlic mepdium, " There are enough referemces to somedthing closely re-
semiBing prumtiwe fanac in biograpihiies of great wriiters to make it probabie that
much mure of the same thimg happened imvolvimg obscure folks.

But there is no excuse for the failmre of previous fan histories to pay att-
tention to the muwst promiment fardiom before the One True Fandem. Lovecoesft fan-
dom differed omly slightly foom gemmral fandom and came mamy years eanlier. For
comweniience’s sake, we calll it Loveorsfft famdom, altftomgh it acquiired that tithe
only affter the death of Howerd Plillips Laveecedfft, The name is miisleading, in the
sense that it was not originally as piously devoted to the wwiiter as later fans

might assmme.

Howerrd PHiillips Lovecrwdtt might be descrilbed as a fan lookimg for a fandivm
for mamy years. He was twm in-Providence, R. 1., on Aumst 20, 1890. He was a
semitgemitus ciiild, learmimg to read vien four years old and .creatimg at the age
of five the immginary character of Abihdl Alwmred, later disguised as the mad
Mm‘ﬂmanamthwofthew Lovecowdt was a Roman fan when six, buwilding
altars and orgamizimg sacrifices for-pwn gods. He wrmte fiction thnll.@rs, in-
cluding ghost' storiesi wien nine; - Hus first pulbllishimg ¥eritire casime at the "age =
of eigit, He used a pemniil and carbbon paper to produce a wwdkly Scieritific Gza-
zatite, devoted to chemimiry. He persisted with this for four years, then used a
hectograph to pm]hi[liﬁh in his teéens the Riode Islamd Jowrrmal of:&tmm. He
circulated this in a twenlty-five-copy editicm; and didn’t lose interest for... ... "~
another four years., Wien little mmre than a boy, he aoqlunred the interest in
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mundame anziteur journalissm that caused him to wwiite for these puiiilications at
least as early as 1908, wien he pubilished "The AMichewiisst™, a wedird tale that he
later disowned, in The Uhited Ambeny, WHen 18, Lowecsdft destroyed muest of his
fiction, inadwertently singilifying the later labors of Awppust Deileth. For some
reason, Laoveeredfft did not join an apa umitil he became a Uhiited Amatitour Press As-
sociiation iiendear in. 1914, Guriously, in view of his kind and friemdly nature, he
plunged: almmst at once into ayjay pailitics and became a key figure in a li

clnque. He was presidemt of UAPA in 1917-18, and remwmiined a force in its pailitics
until the miiddlle 1920°s. As early as 1918, the UAPA cowitained such mmmbears of
Loveccedft famttom as W. Pauil Cook, Edward H, Culle, Samuedl Lovemsm, Awthur Goemitemoxgh,
Clark Asliiton Smiith,, and Frank Belknap Lomg, Jx.; all interested to varyimg degrees
in fantastic fiction. One autfhoriity on mundane amadteur journalissm, Hielen Wéessom,
is comwinced that “Laovecrdft gemerated a tidal wave of liftemary achiewememt in
anadtanr journalissm and the ripples lapped on the shores of comtengmoary Ameriican
litizrature”.

There is nothing to disquuilify these people fiom the title of fans. They
ware not primamly interestied in science fiction, bult neither ware mamy other
promiimemt - figures in gemaral fandiom. They corresponded, wnole anawtewr fictimn,
articles and poetry, visited one amuither, feuded, lettealiexdked, collected, and
alttiough they did not have comwsmitions for fantasy fiction fans, they did enjoy
the conmenttions of ;the apas to wiliich they belonged. They published amatenr maga-
zines that- fmquemitly featured wadird and fantasy fiction and articles about its
awthors. - Laveeredfi’s first night spemt away fim home ocourred when he was thirty
years old ‘and attizmded a gwit~to-gether in B:m;ton for those wiho conildn’t make it
to the 1920 NAPA comwmtition in Clleveland, a primiitive sort of noncon. Mbomonear,

came close to prophesyimg lifierally the FIMNOL philassmphy in his talk
to the Baltimore Glm:f.‘fm'ence of Amaitawr Jourmdlists in 1921 "NHatt anadtur jour-
nalissm has given me is life itself.”. UAPA was his first love. He was its presi-
demt three times, won three laureates, and atttampted to kidinap memblesrs of the
ulitardNMAPA Hub Club as recruiits for his faction. Baif he finally joimed the Na-
tional Amitur Press Aswodmftion in 19175 waditimg untfil then because of a fuss
wiith one of its promimemt mmeubears; Giraeme Dianiis.  Lavecredft caused an ayjay sen-
sation wihen he became the NAPA president in 1922 and mmraged to calm down its

es during his year in offfice. As late as 19355 he sitill served on the

NAPA burean of critics. :

Loveersdft conitributed frequemtly to apa puililications. Gsurge Wéttazl treced
fifttyseawen coritributions under his own name and known pennames in the years furom
1918 to 1926, among the coillection of amattenr journals that Loveerwdft bequeathed
to the Faxssil Library of Ambteur Journalissm in the Bemjamiin Framddlin Némooizl
Liwrary, Philadelphia, These ware mwimily poems, augmesrited by essays and fictiom.
Hiis own puibllication was emititled The Cimserwedtive. It appeared first in 1915 and .
lasted for thirtisen issues thmough 1923, Literary discussions predomiimated in it. .
Lovecredft later dismiissed his anxitenr journalissm widitimg as “a mess of meiliocre
and niiserable junk," and we may never kmow exmudfly how much he turmed out durimg
nearly three decades of acttivity. E

For a person wiith reclusive tendemciies, Loreecedlt showed impressive stamrina
and gregariousness at ayjay meedtings. Hiis death undontiedly deprived the first
fannish wanddcons of a pro focal poimt. He was particularly skillful at the art
of going without sleep fim start to fimish of a con. But it wis his correspond-

img that made him best known to fans. His lettrwritimg was extensive beyond be-
hegi.t R. Id!I;yMl@zv z?mmted that Loneecslt uitgite 1%,000 liﬁt;ea:;l, av
ei er y Some utosnd:yaes , always wiiting, Love-
I(ianrrifedomh‘,fl.!llyap yof%nglﬂke?grmmﬁgmslﬂketypmxﬁers
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simiilar to that wiich Bradbury later espoused. The Lavecoraft correspondenits
varied fhoom fiftteen younpzsters wirth whom he became a pempeil in the last year
.of his life to the amtediluviam C. W. (Tryont) Smith of Ebaeekhill, Ndasss., who
began anadtenr pulbllishimg in 1872, had produced 369 zines by the tiime he mmrked
his birthhday in 1943 and handset into type some of Laveeredfi®s
fiction. Lovrecoft normadlly kept fooom fifty to ome-hundired correspondences in
mudtion at all times. One mdlwdmal received a letter a week from Lavecerdaft for
twelve years; ranging in size up to tlurty pages.

Loveecesft never became the equuil figure with James and Dumsany as a wwiiter
that some of his fans claiimed for him. But his goodlness as a human and as a fan
remgiined unchallemged. He never published a fanzine in famdiom,
he plamned one in collaboration with Duane Rimeel in the last years of his liffe.

He participated in many other fannish adtivities. As a letttateack for the prozines
he was quite persistent. His letters frequemitly appeared in Anzmsy, where he
once compphkiined because a story ended wiith a love scene, an evemt that Lownecavafft
rarely observed in the wake of a real life drama. He loved hoaxes. It was not
umitil affter his death that the non-exiistence of Ahihil Allhazred became gemanilly
known, Cllaire Beck pulbllished then letters that Laoveecraft had wriitten to Jim
Blish and Willican Iiaﬁ]ll@'r, Jr., admitting his invemtion. Loveeredtt did suififfer some
mild remurse when people wasted tiime at puiilic libraries humting for that Awab®s
book. T]he Sesnromonamificom, supposed to exiist omly in a Greek translation published
in 1567 in Italy, was listed in at least one cataleg of rare books, as a senifi-
menifal gesture by a desller who knew the truth. Anvdther Laveecrfft devotee somehow
smiggdled, reference cards into the catalog of the Yale Uhiweessity Libwary, causimg
repeated false alarms aboat the book in that institmtion. In a semse, the book
really exiists, John Boardman found in a Brooklyn home a slender black volmme that
comtaimed alll passages fiom, the Neoromamificon that are quoted in fiction by Love-
craft and his followers. It appeared to have been printed privately.

Lovecoudft was probably respomsible for a mygpttarious piomeer piece of faan
fiction madiled anonymumsly fooom Mésbhingitom, D&, in the sumner of 1934, Tiiis
single-sheett, "The Bdfttle Thwt Ended the Caninwy™, was a tale of a fight on the
eve of the year 2006 in wiiich H. C. Kaeriig, Julius Schwzitz, Framkilin Lee Bald-
win, Cook and Adkerman appeared under thinly disguised names. Ewven affter he be-
came a proffessiomsll, Lonccexdft liked to imtuondnce fannish references into fictiom.
Roddeart Blake in "The Hauritar of Dmikmess" is Bloch, wiith an altered name bwt an
accurrate home addlress. Oithers in the circle reciprocated. Lorecesdft died in ways
imvokimg various degrees of nauwsea in four professiomzllly puiblished stories:
Bloch?’s *Shambbier furom the Stars™ and "The Dmrk Dsnomi', Lonag®s "The Space Exiters®
and Kutmer®s "By, A bruttal ediitor kept the Kufimer story®s referemce fiom

gettimg into print.

Loweradfi’s personal cimradteiistics have been recited and exaggmrated to

- absurd excess. It is tmue that he was ecwmsritric, but this comiition is cemmon
to perhaps half of the nation®s adhilts. He was allergic to cold air, in a degree
slightly mmre severe than that extliibiited by hallf of the womzn on this comitinemt.

- He conild liwe on thirty cemts a day, and this has been puililicized as a wiildly
freakish thimng, wiiile wriiters who go can go into debt at the rate of $3 a day
pass ummiticed. Loneeredft purt of his fears and emudtions into his fiction,

a procedure that almmst a]ll good fiction utilizes. The omly hamm fuen this trick
of the trade has been the ruin it brouglt to staories by imittators who tried teo
convey harror over maitters that didn’t affect tihem persomsilly. In any ewentt, the
outweartl miilestones in Loveecedfi’s life are quickly told. He spemt must of his
life in his beloved Providence, wiere various elderly femmle relatiwves wakched
ower hinu .4t the 1921 NAPA commewnition, he mect Somiia H. Gireeme, whom he mamed

- - - - o
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in 1924, They separated in less than two years, and ware divorced in 1929%

When Loveerudft movwed to New York for a comple of years during the 1920°s, he
joimed the Kalem Club that comtaimed such fantasy fiction figures as Lomg,
Lovemzm, Kosmig% and Dwrzlld Waddedi, Loveeredft first sold fiction in 1922.
Mimyy-of the stories that brought in cash had seen ariginal pufilication in ama-
teur form. Dmsth-camme on Mearch 15, 1937 at.Jtme Brown Némowizl Fheppital in
Providence, of cancer of the intestimes and ] ’s disease. The legend that he
starwed to death is incorrect. He ate ade y but irveguilarly, and thougit
that a lot of food prevented a clear miind. . _

v W. Panil Cook was a pionee:r in the circle of HPL admieers. Fmiits of his
labors to puibilish Lovecordft became treasured, expemsive cuillector’s ittems wiithin
a decade. At least two Cook preprints are even rarer for they never saw puibili-
cation: : "The Stmmmed Hmse"t wiich Cook wirthield, and the uncomppkete second is-
sue of The Redhwse, wiiich he destrayed. Smned:ﬁﬂng simiilar happened to Barlow®s
edition -of "Pamgi Fram iﬁmfﬂh , a batch of Lovecrwfft poeiry, whnse pages were
printed but never colllated. - Gtfher primitive fans also helped to put Laovecruslt
into print. *The Qeast of Irsmon" first appeared in an anwttewr mugzedme, The
Gidlleom, issmed by Lloyd Athuwr Eshbach, Tryout Smith was puibilisher for at 1east
three stories, -

'I.ike mn,y' greatter wiitters, Lorecoefft experienced a great gmwl;h in his fame
and qumaitfity of adminers after death. DReileth, wixtewer his transgressions as a
wriiter of bad imitations of Loveecwdtt ficticon, gemerously devoted a sublsdtanttial

ion of his adhilt life to hamdlling the posfihumons litierary maifters of Laveerefft.
WMiith the help of Dwmlld Ménddedi, Annile Gemwetll and Barlow, Deileth did much of the
work on wiuit was originally thougit of as a ome-shot memoviml volume, The Quitsider
and Oihens. In 1939, wﬂnen Daileth was puittimg between hardcovers same of Love-
crafft’s best fi(cihxm, it was possible to pmﬂﬂhsh 1,268 copiies of this fairly large
volume for a printimg billl of $2,500. Deileth borrowed some of this mwmzy, made
up more of the expemse by purchasimg persomsdlly 100 copies of the book. Wémddei
made a simiilar 100-copy purchase. The 554-page volmme was offfered for $3:50 be-
fore plﬁiblcatmn, $5 affter that evemt. Wdaddeei and Deileth warned that they wwild
not give a go-ahead signal to the printer without swifificiemt advance orders. But
they risked the vemture desgpiite the failure of mmre than 150 cogiies to sell in
advance. Wien it towok four years for the ediition to selll onit, the spomsors must
have understood wiy Stnnbners and Simon & Scflusmlter had both rejected the type-
script.

'I‘he Kalem Club smaged a geit-together to celebrate puililicatieon. 'ﬂhen the
book wenk into the hands of purchasers wiith tedious skowness’ despiite all sarts
of fanzine patiilicity, Fimsillly, when it wemt owt of print, sommifhing unexpected
ocourred. It madﬂazt‘a‘ly became the muost fascinatimg olfject in the history of
fantasy, one that every reader must own immadihitdly, preferably in dupilicate dr
triplicate. The second-hand prices soared to at least tenfold the ariginal cost.
There were reponts that $100 had changed hands for a single copy and adireattise-
mestlts offered the book at that figure. Nobody has ewer produced proof that the
figure was ever reached. Wemddwdi and Dicileth, affter riskimg their mumey and do-
natimg huge amommits of valuable tiime, found themszlves accused umjustly of prroffit-
eering. - and patiently, Daileth explained wHumt had happened: he and M-
direi had rellmd theiir own copiies affter the renmiinder of the ediition had sold
outt, Dirdleth sold his hundred for the list prlce, and an exira thirty cemits had
been added to the list price for the Wémddesi cogiies, because of added twmmspeorta-
tion requiresmenits. It was a nasty toeattmemt for a man who hadpurl:into the pub-
lication expemses some mouey that the bank had lent -him for improvemestits on his
house., Devleth also demned the tales that he was sellimg books in quumiiities to
individwals for spemilati es.  Even affter the inflatiteh occurred on the
price of that ﬁrst Arkhm e volume, there wwre omly three imdividuals on his
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nsading list who bcrm@ht two or three copiles of each new title.

Thiis balll mexniket for the Laveeredft collection did not retum proffits to any-
one exvept second-hand desllers. But Deileth comtimued his puililishimg under the
nanec'of Arkhan Howse, Canitioushy he publissivet! in 1923 amother batch of Love-
crafft stories; Beyond the ¥Wall of Slle@g in a'l. 2l7-eepy edition. The next year,
Mduzgipdlia; odds and ends of HPL, appeared. The less happy series of litizrary
scavengings from-Lovecceflt appeared affter that and the great age of Loneocraft
fantiom subsided similtaneously. Framziis T. Lamey, long one of his foremwst prop-
hets, experienced the fandiom-wide revulsion in feelimg: Ny should any fanzine
ever again puibilish anything by Lwnceeedft or even abouit hﬁm? If fanzines mwre or
less drop HPL fism comsidierattion and one or two other pros stop beatimg the drums
for Lavecouflt for even as little as one year, HPL wiill drop back to his proper
status in Ameriican litevatiore -— alnm comppidtely unkmown and forgmlﬂm a

Uhitottumetely, the muest impwodtanmt Loveecesfft wriitimgs are sttill urqmﬁihshed
Fans have been unable to quote at length in fanzines firom his letters, except in
a few sub rosa instamces. [DReileth holds the rights and exercises tiem to stop
proposed pu.ﬁ?ihcatmnof As early as ;lg‘@@, he andwwm haddasmnﬂzi[leg 3,000 q
sing ed pages s Lavecendfi’s c ence, and estimate
thatm meaxely m@-tygmlmmpgf the poittertfial wﬁuilew'fﬁey had permnssi@n to
puibllish foom three-fomrths of Laveeredsfi’s correspondisiits. But the size of this
puibilishimg vemture has apparenily kept it fieom realization up to now, and in-
stead Arrkhm Hwuse has issmed such ittems as a sea story that -lLoveecmdft wiote when
-she was six years old and an extemporaneous biit of fiction dashed oﬂf in an efffort
topemadeawrre@ondmtnmttodrmkmm o

‘ mlthough Deilleth comitrols the Lovecowsft wrtitimgs them@lws, other enthu-

smsts have done a great deal of miﬁl img of Laveeredfiiana of other types. An
efffart was Riode Islamd on cepdft, issmed in 1946 by Thomms P. ey

and Dotdld M. Gantt, THils comtaimed usefful remimmiscences by Providence residemts
who had known him persomslly, imcludimg Wnffield Towmiley Scott;} N, Cllifford Ed-
dy, Dawthy C. Wihier, Néavian F. Bamwr, and Néxy V. D}a:m Printed proffessiomsilly,
it sold for omly fifty cemits. Laney meanmbhile had issmed The fcodjyie, one of
time’s finest fanzines, spmalwmng in mahtetial by and about the Loreecrdft circle.
The tediunm ‘offjimdexing and glossimg Laveernffi”s witimgs was taken up emfimrdizsi-
ically by seme scholarlijrsminded fans, Geowge T. Wbtedl, who aliemated gemrsl
fandiom by his mommer of argumeerit, has been one of the hardest woikers in Love-
craft lore. He began research around 1946, and started publishimg his fimdings
in 195l, in tied fourth and fifth issues of Destiny. Leon Stone, an Amsman,
started in 1948 to puikilish a Lovecewdft biblicgrephy. It ran for five issues or
§0 in his anmuel peililication, Kowdlinda. Culle issmed a superbly printed numider
of The Cllymopim, devoted emtt:lrely to madtetial aboutt Laveecedft. Erm'l@w served as
litienaury exemiftor, preservimg hundreds of books and maggadimes, vast numisors of
amyttenr puiilications, and countfless mamsscigpts found in the study at 66 Cuadllege
Street. Ray Zwm began in 1929 to pulbllish The' Laveecrsft Cidllexttor, a printed
leafflet produced #in the interests of amxitewr journalissm and to further the col-
leetimg the wwarks ‘of Howeard Phiillips Laveecuffi?. Amdther aspect of Loveeawmit
fandom musst have been mure exciitimg if it imdeed existed, Lamey claiimed that
Cthulhu woorsthippers ware active in Buston and some other cities durimg the 19%0°s.
They were alleged to believe that Lovecerrdft wmote truth under the guiise of fiction.

* Some notables in Lovecerdft fambiom can be imtnodinced tiwmswgh the menner in
wiich they waere imfluemeced by HPL. Deileth, for instance, had been known to Lowe-
craft at least as early as 1929, wien Loveccrwdfft wote a letter of favorable com-
mant to The Drvagmet abowt Scilar Pons detective stories that Deileth was sellimg
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them. DRedleth was born in Sauk City, Wikmorsim, on February 24, 1909, began to
wniite as he was emterimg his teens, graduated fimm the Uhiineewsity of W iswwmsin,
and scored professional success mmre reguilarly and quickly than Laveorefft mamaged.
Dyrilleth read Weétird Tailles fiom its first issue, gettimg acquuiinted wiith sciemce
fiction there. He wais an Amzing Stories reader fiom its start, too. Arocund

the niididlle 1920°s, Derileth began to correspond wiith many fantasy notabies, emter-
ing penmmmship relations with Laveecndfft, C. A. Smiithy Hemry S. WMihitehead, Duozelld
Wnddedi, RoMeert E. Howsard, Bloch, Knmmmr, and Fritz Leiiber. But he was not as
obsessed wirth fantasy fictiton as many of these gemthkumen. He wawte much myystery
fiction as a devwottee of Sherlock Hullmes, held ediitorial posts on such diverse
puiBllications.as The Capital Times of kadilson and Nfgtfic Néapziime, and earned a
Gi:lwem feﬂlb:wship in 1938 Dietleth never published a fanzine or showed any
great interest in fandtm, Hiis first big advemture in the field was not too
pleasant in nature, He threatemed in 1937 to sue Corwiin F. Stickney ower the
latter®s puilllication of a twemiy-five-copy printed ediition of ten Lwreccrdft poems.
Meileth did not resart to the law, in the end, possibly in conmiideration of the
fact that the bosilet was to be given away free, that Loreccrdt had provided per-
miission to Stickmney to pulblish some of the poems, and that part of the conitemts
ware already in the common domxiin because of previous fanzine puiiilication.

Less known today but much muore impottamt dwring Lovecredft™s lifddiine was W,

Panill Cbmik. The deitsiils of Codk’s dewwition to his hobby sound lilkke a hoax created
for this history. Cook printed I.mema'ﬂ’ s second published story

and mnch Ins other wank, long before the prozmes became interested. Cook
puiblished the ﬂrst survivimg fanzine. Fans mame=l in recemt years at fanzines
that comttain 100 mimeegraphed pages, but Cook puibilished an anedteur muggazine that
conitained 312 smpatily~printed pages. I have been unable to track down the early
dedtziils of his life, buk he was elderly at the time of his death on January 22,
1948, and had been actiwe in amadtewr journalissm for a half-century. Even before

Laveerrdft fudiom coslesced, Cook pulbilished The Mbmmadnock NéarHily for thirtisen
years early in the cemtury. Frem 1923 to 1927, he issmed The Wapgearit, wiose

final issue was the 312-pager. In that same year of 1927, The Rexluse came fuoom
the Cook press, the ome-shot that represented the first undiisputedly knewn ama-
teur mzpgazine devoted emitirely to fantasy. It comtained the first appearance of
Layeccedft’s "Syperndiural Bowoer in Literature"”, fiction by Mamddwei and H. Wéavmer
Moanm, poems by Méandeei and Frank Belknap Lomg, Jr., a chexkdilist of the wiitimgs

of Gmorge Sliarlmg, and other maatetial by Samuel Lovemmm. Ohily 100 copies were
printed. Cook describbed it as "The realization of a dream, long cherished, of

the puibllication oi a mmgazine to please the producer omly. Budfhing wiill be paid
for conttributions and the mmgrwine wiill, as have former efforts, be issmed as an
anzdteur and money cannot buy it™. He had been the imdividuwal who persuaded Lowe-
crafft to wriite the essay, a pioneering study of the field of wainrd fictin. Cook®s
final mwjor publishimg effort was The GHvast. Five issues appeared from 1943 to
1947, each conttainimg fifty pages that empplaasized Lavecredft and colllectors. It
comitained almmst every type of verse, fiction, biography, and litemrary remimiscing,
tumimg it into one of the rarest, must soupdhteffier bits of Lowersfftiana.

"Cook®s finest gesture was dragging fheom a darkened den that super-craftsman,
Howeard Pliillips Laveccedft, pushing him with cajolery and encouragemant inte the
lighthearted circle of Ghitted Amiteur joumndlhists wHiere mugst membears play wiith
little joumedletttes, not knowing the difference between a mmamesetipt and a mauso-
lewm®, Earle Comwedll said.

Hmiryﬁmttmwmsamly fmrgefanu&enhebeganﬁosdllini%?. But his
E%sm tion wiith Loveerefft had one speszizl resuilt, unique in the czlrcle.
helped Kudtiner to mest his future wiiffe. The two men began

1935 atatmemnwmnthuneahmdyhadasmﬂlmfhe sfableofiw&e—
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oraff’s NUREIOWS corre@omhms Lovectedtt -semt a batch, of his ungiilished
stories with a request to read tiem, then to forward thiem to the. girl, She and :
mm fell, into, correspondence ower tie: maitter, - They met in Los Anpzdles and

Indlanapdhs; romance ensued, and they were mmawied on June 7, 1940, Wéak-
img as a bank clerk, 'she’d almeady been sellimg fiction for nearly a decade wien -
she beceme Kudttmer's bride. Uhifil Kudftner began to hit the prozines, he had
done a few things in fanttom in addiition to a lot of correspondence. Older than
muost of the Los Angedles fans -~ he was barm in 191 -~ he had comitributed to some -
Wt Ceest fanzines wilille residimg in Borardy Hills, At the time, he claimed he
was too lazy to use his aliillity to wite for the slicks. He was not gregarious,
buﬂhews@mgtheb@t—ﬂhadofaﬂlﬂlehighly—aﬂrmredmnmlmmﬂiﬁfan
dom. "I never heard a bad thimg abowt Hemry Kxittmer., I newer saw-estil of any
kind in him., I newer knew I conld miiss so very much someone I had seen so sel-
dom.. He shonilihit have died.”, Ted Sturgeon said in obituary remawks in 1958,
The ESFA staged a halfiday con m his honor, The oumly person there who strmek a
jarrimg note by dqrwatmmg Kuitiner dropped dead houwrs later.

Litttle has been wriitten or leammed about Barlow. He had little or nothimg
to do wiith gemenal fardom, aside form his activity in Losecordft famdiom, - He pub-~ -
listhed two issmes of Lgaves in the 1930°s, madilling them after Cook®s Redluse. -
Even his death is an unmantain madtter. D, C, L, Baredtt found him sttill alive
in Flarida a few.years ago and took addvamtage of the discovery to puurchase most
of his colllection. ((According to the book Accemit on Barlow, wiiich is muadtly an
anthology of his poetfry and that of his schoail, he commititted swicide in Méemco

in 1951.mm))

. Adfier famows fantasy figure had an amsttmwr pefilication of his own that
conld compziivably have taken on fanzine chwmwateriistics if an act of God hadn’t
interwened, Of all the miishaps that have beffallen fanzines, none has ever been
swallowed up by an eartibquake. Farnswanrth Wight was a Cidlifornian, born there
in 1888 and a residemt of the state umitil the San Framecisco earfliguake. He®d
pmﬂﬁ]iﬁaed The Launel for:the Uhited and Madfiomal APAs umitil the eartliguake ate

Weiight had wriltten, ediited, set and printed it himsdlf on a hand press.
M:fmy years later, he became the villain of Loveeredfft fzmdiom, for his rejection
of much HPL fictrion wiliile he was editor of Wédird Tdles. _

Biloch is the omly membizar ouf the I.mmmiﬂt cznrcle wlho both made ﬂhe transiticon
to gemmral fandiom and survived. Bmm Appiil 53 1917, in CHiicago, but a resident
of Mﬂwalmkee muesst of his life, he was precocious enough to be a fourth-grader

wihen eight years bld, At that age, he discovered tihe ecstasy of scarimg omeself
to by viewing the Lon Clhaney Phantwm of the Qpmra. "It scared the liwinmg

helll ot odf me”; he rememtlzars fondly. . Two years later, an aumt offered to buy
the boy any mmgmwine in the display at a railmoad depoit. | He chose his first is-
. sue of Mégird Tilles, Out of fondmess for his fiction, Bloch began in 1932 to cor-

respond with Laveecedfi,  With typical kindness, Lovecowdft immdilidely offered the
lean, of books, encouraged him to wniite fiction, and infuendinced him by madil to
such notabiles as Dritleth, C. A. Smiith, and E. Hoffmann Price, Uhiguedly, Bloch
breke imton gewengl fandiom and into prostom at alnust the same mwwsertte He made his
Sirst sale to Nétird Talles in 1934, two muniths affter graduwating foom high schoal,
Allinost sinuiltaneensily, he began to shmv ,in fan puilications, startimg with.
Ma-mﬁi ke, then me Fauntasy Fan. 1937, Bloch had me%t mwre pros than fans.

made a calll on him one Smlday. That was his omly emconntier wiith the

, fann:l%h breed at a time wihen he’d almeady walked and tallkked wiith such legendary

individuals as Stamley Wdnbaum, Ray Palmmr, Ralph Miine Farley, Wiglht, Eando
Bumgler, Deileth, Vdaddedi, Julius Schweattz, Méort Wétminger and Oiis. A, Kline, In
1937, the shock of Loveeruifti’s death caused Bloch to try to divert himsslf by
teavelimg to Cilliformia for a visit to Kuftmer... Inmedilabely he met ‘the LASFL
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nenbbais. He made a trip to New Yark in 1939 burt sk:n.pped that year’s Nttwon, then
cowldn’t afford to attemd the first Chiicon. But afiter the war, Bloch and can-
verttions became both synonymous and symbbodtic. Aodting and fleor shew exparience
in his teens mmy have helped him to prepare for the starriing role that he played
in mamy later commesritions.

In and owt of the fantasy fiction fielld; Bloch buiilt up a mujor reputtation
as a fiction crafifssan that won him emiry to mure oxﬁtable fields than the
pulps where he began. "Ymurs Tmily, Jack the E?Ipm' put him before the
publlic mure promimenifly than any other work umitil Psycho, blihmm House putblished

the v, a omillectncmn of Bloch fiction, in 19&5”2 A French edhition ap-

peared through Eiiitions Feurdier. Both the Kate Smiith show and Nédllie Nfpitery
THeetter put the Ripper on radio, then Bloch adapted thirtsyysuime of his stories
for Stay TumedFor Teemmr, a symdlicated tramscrilved radio progmem. In Milwankee,
he held a waakly spot on a local television progrem, It’s a Draw, Wiiting long
remziined a sidelime wiith Bloch, who had a job wiith an adwenitistiing agency. Then
he wemt to Hullywood to cash in on the reputation he’d buiilt up thwwmgh his first
ten bocks. He apol ed to faxdiom for takimg the time to mmke real mmey for a
change. MNiore than any other professiomsil, Bloch domzsted his time and ef-
farts to wniite for the fanzines. He didn’t toss tiem the leavimgs in the fomm
of stories hadn't sold. Instead he wirote nomiffiction for them, polished and wise
articles that bear the evidence of amplle thimking-out and the nust careful commpo-
sition, The best of tiem were collected in The Eighth Stage of Fandom, edited
just enough:to remove the mumre myywdtrious fanmish lamguage and references. Adiuit:
Putilishers puibilished it in both hardcovmr and paperback cumidition in 1962, Bloch
put fardiom into the prozines repeatedly in fictional form, must elaborately in

YA Mgy of Life! whiich in 1956 turmed fandiom into a science fiction story in Fap-
tastic Uhinmrse. of his willlmgness to pay attention to his own spawming
B%i Bloch’s kindness to a compédeely unknown fan who bobbed up in 1961, Wiil-

E. Newmom, While many fans snubbed Neumsaon as a neo, Bloch tallked wiith him
for homrs abont psychogmths and schizopthremiia, topics famiiliar to the new fan who
worked as an attemdamt at a meeritl institwtion., "I appeciate mure than anything
else the fricandships and conitacts that fardton has brought me through the years™,
Bloch wrote in 1949y and he has forgotten the gratitivde. Nhore recewitly, he de-
scribed himself as a middlebrow, "The forgotten man in an era wiken everyone is

called upon to stamd up and be coumtted. Either you take your stand wiith
the exiiltamt lowbrow ma;nﬂlty and glory in the fact that the very biggest names
are all caterimg to ycur taste or you bare your breast wiith the young intellectmals
anddlgmmﬂhnme the mwest. Nobody is a nmiiddlebrow any mrare. Yow're either a com-
any man or a rebel without a causs." His simiilarly imbetween position, between
pmxﬁnm and famdam, offfers an interestimg parsillel to his philaswphy.

H, C. Komiiig was a New Yontler whose age was never offfficially revealed burt
was always comsiderable. He had read Alll-Story and Amgosy before they comiiiined
in 192@?371:0 give you some idea. He¢ was an awid suthsomiber to fanz.lne}s’, unlike
most meubecrs of the Loveerwdft circle, and pulblished for FAPA The Remdler and Cuil-
lector, a unique fanzine. Its specialness corwiisted in the fact that Kowsuig®s
secretary did the wark. He warked as an eleciirical engineer for New Yaxk®s
Bladtrical Testing Labositoties, wimre he could enjoy the luxury of wmitimg his
scathimg commewitts on imane professional wiitimg and stupid fannish opimioms, turn
the mamgseipt over to the girl, and let her do all the rest. He even used part
of his offfice to house some of his fantasy coillection. Kmmnig was celebrated for
his diligent cammpeiign agsimst prozine staries in wiliich the dialog claimed the
characiters hissed statamenits that ‘comtained no sibilants. As a colllector, Kommig
was fond of first edlitions, a phase of the hobby out of the fimancial reach of most
fans*, He also lilked to restore neglected awthars to favar, Willan Hope Hodpson
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was his biggest reclamation project. Somehow Koenig was enthralled by a. short
story by Hodgson in a 1931 weird fiction anthology. Koenig persuaded Lovecraft
to ineclude consideration of Hodgson in a revision of “Supernatural Horror in
Literature”, then published essays in The Fantasy Fan and The Phantagraph of

this writer, devoted an entire issue of The Reader and Collector to Hodgson in
1944, persuaded Famous Fantastic Mysteries to print three Hodgson stories between
1943 and 1945, and was one of the reascns why Arkham House published four Hodgson
novels in 1946, then his weird detective stories the following year. {The latter
under the Mycroft & lioran imprint.) When out-of-town fans visited Hew York in
the earlier days, Koenig and Campbell used to toss a coin. The loser played host
to the fans.

Duane lieldon Rimel was distinctive principally for the fact that he almost
published a fanzine in collaboration with Lovecraft, then did publish one in co--
operation with Laney. Rimel grew up in Asotin, Washington., Inflammatory rheum-
atism in his early teens left him a semi-invalid. Franklin Lee Baldwin, another
Asotin resident, and Rimel got acquainted in the early 1930's and entered Love-
craft fandom together. Both contributed to fanzines and Rimel sold his first
story to leird Tales in the nick of time, It appeared in the last issue of that
magazine that Lovecraft lived to see.* Rimel made many linoleum cuts for The
Fantasy Fan amd Fantasy Magazine. An interest in jazz got him acquainted with
Laney. The Lovecraft fanzine aborted because they couldn’t make arrangements for
a press. The Acolyte emerged from the Laney association. Its full story is told
elsevhere.

The hermit impulses and eccentricities attributed to Lovecraft might go with
more justice to Clark Ashton Smith. It takes a considerable imagination to find
fannish things to tell about him, despite his long presence in the Lovecraft
circle. Born in 1893, he hid away from the world in a cabin at Avburn, Calif.,
for a long time until he got married, then resided in Pacific Grove, Calif., in
only slightly less secluded conditions. He had known Lovecraft since 1923, when
Smith sent Lovecraft a copy of his privately printed writings, Ebony and Crvstal,
He had enough famish instinct to hold on to some 150 to 200 of the letters from
Lovecraft that followed over the years. Lovecraft also provided him with a nick-
natie, Klarkash-Ton. Only a few fans made the pilgrimage to visit him through the
years: Kuttner, Price, Wandrei, Paul Freehafer, Henry Hasse, Emil Petaja, Derleth,
Barlow, and a scattering of Los Angeles area persons. His last years were dif-
ficult ones, with financial demands foreing him to sell off most of his land and
treasured items from his collection.

There must be many lost members of Lovecraft fandom. WNobody today knows
anything about Howard Davidson, for instance. This Columbus, Ohic, man died
leaving behind an old trunk that eventually reposed in a second-hand store. There
it was focund to contain a Lovecraft manuscript, numerous letters from the same
writer, amateur stories by Davidson, and ayjay magazines. Internal evidence shoued
that he’d been active in UAPA and NAPA before orld War One.

But the first stirrings of fandom, even more lsolated and nonconsecutive in
nature, go back long before Lovecraft, to the middle of the 19th century. Like
prehistoric monsters known only through an occasional fessilized thigh or pelvis,
these primitive fans must have been infinitely more interesting and colorful than
the occasional relics by which we know them today. Usually they survive only in
fragmentary bits of evidence. For instance, it wasn®t until 1962 that an unknown,
ardent collector was known to have been active a century earlier. He had pub-
lished in 1878 in The University Magazine, a British publication, an article on

M oy B g ey oy T A g} S ekl e A . S et S Lk M Y A v it e e v St Bt Bk S o W et P A Y A S e e e B B T v et e A

*Rimel®s story was in the Jan 37 issue, Lovecraft didn®t die until 15 Mar. What
about the  Feb, Mar and possibly Apr issuesinm



space oparas. It listtad classics that are sitiilll wedll knowm, and added one that
is comppidecly ofwavwree: Les Vopmpes de Mlilord Seton. The awthor®s name was not
given. The name of his protagoniist is cuwriously lilkke the surmmme chosen by Dr.
E. E, &uiith for another pioneer space traveler.

Buttter documnited is the stimming of fanmish instinct in one of the must
celebrated of all filttky pros, Lewiis Ciamaill, He follbowed an old ¥Wietorian cus-
tam of comppiling collectimns of his wwiitimgs in msanwsciypt form, arranged as if
they were a printed mugwiine, and neasily bound. The first Czamaill production of
this type bore the omimows title of IIMH]I and Instructiwe Pomitry. It lasted a
half-year during 1845; wthen he was thirteen. In 1843, he got madeerial forom ondk-
side for ﬁngM@m@. #fer that, his titles sound lilke an array of
fanz:lnes* The Comet lasted six issues in 1848; The Rusebud came next with two
imes* The Sitzw, less ambbitiows, and a half-diozen numiisars serviving; Mill-o-the--

tmoongular formamt no fanzine has yet imiitated;
}ﬁimund and made up at a time when Clamalll was already sellimg proffessionallly,
actuzilly printed in 1932; and Misch-Nbslh, begun in 1855 and imfeanded to set higher
standards for whut Ganall called domesttic mageaimes. Misch-Mash has received
crediit for helpimg to develop Ciamadll®s Mlice style. One biographer sounds lilke
certain pros recallimg their fanzine days: "Gnathadlly -~ and with no very amidi-
tious mudtive -~ he began to give littzmary shape to some of those wiimssimal imtiima-
tiens and impressions that had haumted him since childhood, fantasies that belonged
to ﬂhe womidarland coumtry and: to ﬁhe other side of the Lowmking ls.".

: .b}md:ﬁm’ fascinatimg near miiss in this instinct toward the fanzine was ex- -
perienced by one Howeard Sadft, an amwitewr jourmedhlist in the 1870°S, He issmed
a pulilication called The Rmub&kar and eoﬂllec%d ayjay ay puiblications of others that
laid mxebhssitress on spemulative science. A survivimg bound volumme of such apazines
comifains such ittems as an article about possible inhaliitamts of other woridlds, in-
formgition on the mmre abstruse halhiits of birds, mmsnexrrism facts, and a fhscussimn
on the passdibiilities of phomdtic spellimg. There must have been trufamnish in-
st;ncts anmﬁg St}:;t;ﬁ" s circle. Someinof these maggazines lanamtged the personal abuse
.., and. anger that had grown romiinemt neitts, an is p was

together for commf%uons.P They held aﬁar%ﬁnag: in 1878 at the %?im Iﬂnn;‘? gmg
Cliicago and the follbowimg year convened at Hbdeel Humt in St. Lawiis. They had or-
ganiizations known now mzimly by initials lilkke WAPA and JEAJA, feuds and offfficial
-organs.. Amy pussibiility that Sendtt miight achieve a real breakthnemgh into gen-
uine fannishness was efffectively ruimed when he was thirty-fiwe years old. He

was mudiered by someome wimse idewitity is umkmown but noit, hogpefiilly, ancther fan,

A Biitish girl, Girace Bums, summed up the dhiffficuilties besettimg poitenitial
fans before 1930% “When I was in my youth, we too had owr science fiction and
very keen we were on it, I assure you. Of course, orgamized fardiom was nom-exis-

(+ temt. As for rubbimg shauilders with awthors, that was imppesdiiile, separated fiam
us as they ware by the impmedtrable benrier of the edlfforial office. I thimk that
the mmiin differemee was that our emthusiassm had a pailitical bias, wiwareas mwdlern
enthusiozsm seems to be nompodlitical. I was a keen soxinmilist in my yowth and
nztturallly a seuret suppotier of the suffrage mwnesracht” Vo knows wl'hﬂlt primiitive
fanac is betrayed by such a slender clue as a flyleaf that Wallheim discovered
in a copy of The Mﬂﬁgm? Duited ppill 4, 1909, the inscription reads:
"To my dear James. A, NéTwedy in memmry of the galiffests that have gone wiith the
days when we tallked of stwamge tales and queer thimgs. Williem King Fisheer.?

Only a nevspaper clipping:-emzitiles.us. to, know abowt Amma Mavie Miiller. She was a
. Brookklyn housewiife Mho adnired the wmitks of NP, $Hiigl too early in the century
"‘Jﬂp have the opgawttniity to jivin in the feuding that was awsiilable to the area’s
‘‘‘‘‘ ‘Pesidents in the fanitm of thec1930°s, But she wmute a letter to Stiiel in 193
. aboﬂt mwmnm A erewondence resulted, in the couwrse of wiich Stuel
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proposed to her. She oljjected on the grounds that she already possessed one
husband. The wwidter died in Felbruary, 19497, wiillimg a house compplete wirth gar-
den in Swssex, Bmgland, to her thintmm-year-old som, Patrick,

Stiiel was not unique in fimdimg admners ardemt enough to quailify as active
fans. The muwst famouws science fictrion wriiters had liwes that octasiomsllly early
stirmings of fanmishness. Jules Varne was born Fetwuwary 8, 1828, at Marttes,
France. He belonged as a youth to a club wiith the discouragimg name of Eleven
Wiithoutt Girds. WHen he broke into print professiomzlly wiith ”A Bdlloon Journey®
in Mhpee des Famiilies in 1851, he belomged to "a club of sciemce wiiters”, These
are the facts we know about his own amxditewr interests. Bit there is no doubt
that he was the first fantasy wriiter to gain a spsuialized fardbm of his owm,
lilke Burroughs and Tadlkien. Like must of the Bumroughs fans a century later,
muost of -the Vearne adminers ware young, Startimg wiith ¥Five Mésks in a Bdlloon”,
Verne wnotie a series of nowels aimed at young people that “immedihitdly gripped
not only the boys of fifteen but their paremts as wedll”, one of his biograpinies
says, "Cliildrem, those spomtaneous judges,-had instamily accepted him.” Wihile
From the E@htoﬂheMmmmsmnning smally,mnyofh:lsfans clamared to be
wrirtten into the story wiith a place in the imsgiinary projecitile. Verne also had
a letttettack problkem that later pros have not faced. Hiis femiinine admners used
to send hion samgiles of their haiir. He kept a pair of tweezers handy to exttract
it foom the enwelopes. “Young immsites of mfmnmltory schowlls used to devowr his
novedls™, we are told. "Schwowlboys, workmen, clerks, shop assistanits, invalids,
all those wirth shmit~in liwes ware the comstamt compamiions of all his adwentittres™,
adds this unaware accompplice of the Speer handicap theory of famdtum., One fan
want somewizt further than any mmitem fan in demoosbtwition of his intemsiity of
feeling aboutt sciemce fictiom. He shot Vierne., The wound in the awithoxr®s foot
gave him trmuble for the remmiinder of his life. Tliis evemt in Niéawh, 1836, was
expllained by a theory that the youmgster "fiom excessive wark had been overcume
by an attack of brain fever”. The Boys Impeeiisl League of London did its best
to make up for the imconvemience by purchasimg a fime wallking stick for Veme.

He got much postthumouws recogmition fuem his fans., Rwe, a fmmed scullpior, designed
a momumecrit affter Vearme®s death in 1905 that degiicted the awthor on a pedbesitall,
three young fans at his feet. A hurricane that hit Auiiems in 1925 beheaded three
of -the f‘ngures, but there was still enough enthusizsm over the wriiter to inspire
its repsilr wiithin a year. The mmre celebrated mwmunerrtt that Awnging Stowies once
used as a front cover is a different one, stamdimg at the Verne grave at the
Cimhtfiere de la Nidddleine at Amiems. - '

The omly spexdific Verne elememt in gemeral fandium has been a kind of early
groping towards Hugws, Tliis was the Jules Varne Prize Club that had a fraul and |
tempinary life around 1933 Palmer was its chaimman, It cost tw; biits to join.
The purpose was to spomser voting for the best science fiction stories of the year,
and cups for the authors of tiwm., It seems never to have accompplished its purpose
even omce., Ummommedted wiith famdiom and known omly by rumor is a retirimg, ob-
scure Varne organmization that was reported attmmtimg to produce a prozine in
1940 that wauld puiblish umtranslated Vexrne fiction.*

Tt shouild be noted that Verne was proof that Gmmsback cowld be right, under
certain cirumstances, in his claim that interest in science fiction is good for

science. Simon Lake read Twemity Thowsand Leapwes Ulniler the Sea as a ten-year-old
sumning himssdlf at the beach, told hi that he wanited to be Capitzin Nemw, and

Lake ewerttudlly invented the submaatine in praciical form. The celebrated balloon-
ist, Chwmiles Richet, credited his interest in air travel to Five Néwks In a Ballloon.
Adiioredl Byrd said a:ﬁer a ﬂ.nght to the Souith Polle: "It was Jules Varne who
lannched me on this trip.”. A French scientfist, Geurges Claude, said: "It was
thraugh his extraord:mary propﬂmdilc insi.ght that I first comceived ‘the ambbition
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of placimg at the service of humamiity some of the counifless resources nature off-
fers us. I am sure that my emthusiastic readmg of his warks made just as great
an impression on my subcomscious as on my comscious mimdl.” It must be emphlzasized
that Geamsback®s theory had opgpussition even then. im early insurgemt was Pope
Leo Xl who said: »I am not unaware of the scienitific value of youwr waxks, Bt
wiat T esteom muest of alll in them is their panity, theiir moozl and spiritual
value. ",

Biograpiiiies of H, G, Wetlls give the impeession that here was an individual
viho was comstamitly attosmptimg to became a fan but was always foiled by a sucoess
in this or that vemture. He was born an inmmpressively long wilile ago, on
21, 1866, in a London suburb. He grew up with a fondness for toy soldiers that
lasted thremgh adultlhood and once inspired him to puiblish a leaflet of rules for
playing wiith themn, As a twerlfy-ypear-old student at London Umierssiity®s Nuomzl
Scihoml of Science, Wells started an amadtenr puiillication, Science Scihwnls Joumxil,
intemded to serve both the interests of litierafimre and socialissm, Previowsly,
he’d practiced wiith a hamdhwiitten newsgpgper, The Up Park Mllarmidt. A teacher
forced him to give up the ediitimg of the Science Schumils Jourmdl, blaming it as
the cause for poor mmrks., But he published in it three installmemts of an amadtewr
science fiction story that he wote during comweallescence fomm a footbslll accidemt.
He called the story "The Clomic Angoramiis”. #ffter these fopiil threugh June, 1833,
instzlmentts, Vells decided that the story wasn®t written quite right. Lalfer in
life, Wétlls bought up all the copies he could find of issmes that comtained his
fiction, articles and mailimg commeniits, and destrwyed them, in the hope of pre-.
venting researchers fhoon tmekmmg down his immatatnitfies. He failed to make a
clean swmep. “The CHromiic Augonmits” later began to appear professiomally in
revised form in The MNetional OMseemear, wHiich c@llaapsed before the story ended.
Uiler 2 new title,”The Tinme Niathime™, it ewsrnimnmilly was published serially in

The New Rewiew and in book fomm,

_ Wetlls' science fiction stories developed lots of personal fans. MArtfists,
wiiters, and semsaition humiters took their wives along when they visited their
hero. THiis procedure was mure devwted than it may seem on the surface, for those
were prudish times and Weédlls was liwing wiith a woman to whom he was not mamried.
On a viisit to the Uhited States, Wills discovered that Teddy Rwssvedlt had read
and thought a great deaml about The Time Mistfime. AMlas for Gmmsback, the presi-
demt was mximly interested in its socriologiical impplicaitions., Wills liwed long
enough for real fans to hear him speak but he had no real assosiation with gen-
eral fandtom. He was an old man when he died in London on Awgust 13, 1946, path-
etically confident that because so mamy of his predicted imventions ware comiing
true, the wanld union and umiversal peace he had also prophesied were equudlly im-
mim=nt,

Fans had begun to show interest in the variamt versions of "The Time Miwtliine"
as early as 1934, when Barlow tried to explain aboutt fhem in The Famtasy Fam.
Bitt; cwriowsly, there seems to have been no atteampt to comppile a bibliognrgphy of
Wtlls in fanzines umitil Agkerman produced a memooiwl volmme soon affter Weklls?
death, Panl Spesnewer probably wnwte the must typical fanmish obituary: “Wéalls®
famtasies are the must comppédeely satisfiyimg ever wiitten. Wtlls' prose at its
best was remmnkaibly vivid, floowing and postic, his chavadterization dellighitful,
his plots engrossing. Desgpite his offten incredibly poor ewaluations of cumremt
evanits, Wé¢lls had on a gemomal level a vigorous insight into both the ewiils and
the poritdlities of human society wiiich deserve acelaim.” Indepemianifly of fan- -
dom, an H., G. Wé2lls Smdiety was formed in Emglland around 19&0. It pmlbi!lbﬁhed in the
fi‘st issue of its fanzine, The Wetllsian , a compplete bibliogpagphy. -
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" Thie first gemuine prdzmes in the E‘x@.hsh language did not develop a fandion
wﬂn.ile tbey were at their height, They ware dime nowells, They mest alll the tests
as prozines and they comtained original fiction instead of the reprints
wllth wiiich Geomsback fillked up first few years of Amazing Stories, The bass+-
known dime noweldls are the Frank R&adhe, Ji., series. Tis began wiith an issde
dated Septemiber 24, 1892, ccmttammg "Frank Reade, Jr., and Hls New Steam N,
or The Young Invemtion’s Trip to the Far Wésit”. Bays who wmmnttered aboutt the name
of this hero miight have learmed fioom their paremts that this was the son of Frank
Reads, wimse adwariitures beantoammrsemlall in Boys of New Yark in 18?6
then ware reprinted complete in Wide Awgike Library puililications beginning in 1882,
Tet first Frank Readle, Jr. nowel must have been m:ned after the January 24,
1883, issue that comitained “Frank Reade aixd Hiis S Man of the Plains”. The
Reade magadines follbowed the dicthm' that Wtlls later laid down as the way to wnite
science fiction: intnudnce one unffamiliar factor in a nommuil envirenmesmtt, and
describe whut resellts from the -comthmudtion, , Thmgitts of airplanes, submarimes,
and, automvbhiles were ‘running through-boys® miinds at the end of the 19th cemtury,
sb these dime nowels put heavy stress on the use of known forms of power to create
“such futwmistic trmnsportation meniimes as an electric air canoe, electric sub-
" mariine, stezn howse, deep sea.diver, and the slightly amticlimactic eleciric tri-
cycle. There were other dime nowel series that.alwo laid stress on sciemce fic-
tion, The Boys Star Libwary of the late 1880°s ard 1890°s had an extensive
Zlenes of sci;mce fiction nowells starrimg Jack Wiglt, who also lilked to use
editricity for travel purposes, Ome nowel by Richard R. Néortigomeny, "Two Baps'
']Ih:lp to a.:;y Unknown Planet” was such a pqpni]aryexaxmile of early space opera that
it amared in the Bays of New Yark series m instzinemts in 1839, later tumed
up in 190% in Pluck and Luck,

(uitte promiment men were avid fans of the dime nowedls. Irvin S. Cobb never
forgot them, In 1926, he told an acquaintance that he wamild lilke to presemt to
hy fical son squudlly imagimary leatihedound collections of the old dime
n s whth this speech, on the nomrexiistemt youth’s fourteenth birttiday: "Hire,
my son, is somedthing for yob; a rare and precious gifft. Nexar mind the crude
style in wilich must of them are wriitten. It .can’t be any wmrse than the stiltisd
and artificial style of yowr school reader. Readl fiiem for the thwills that are
in them, If fortmme is ever kinder to you than it was to your father, you may be
inspired to sit down and wmite a dime nowel of your owm.” A must umlikely emthu-
siast was Frederick Ddlius. He encounttered paremttal ogyeesition to the Bitish,
version of dime nowells, penny dreadifulls. Ddlius as a boy dewised a scheme mmre
practtical than the type of music he wnwte as a man waulld indicate. He ran a '
cord fieom the gaslight in his bedmwmm ower a systesn of puilleys to the head'of
his bed, read the tales fion between the sheets umifil he hoard foutsteps, yanked
the cord and doused the light, and pretemded sleep. Hiis mmﬂhm' finally discovered
the sulbterfuge buit the tale has a happy ending. She glanced at one of the nowels
hersellf, began reading it, and became a penny dreadifil fan as a resuilt. Smmey
Todd, the demon barber, was Ddlws' favarite hero.

Dime nowsls survived in the Uhiited States umitil Nfarch 6, 1929, wihen ﬂg
and Imek publlished its final issue. Even before then, dime nowel fans ware re-
printing the older ames and ware puibllishimg fanzines. Mumy of these reprimt and
fan puiilications had science fiction as theiir comtemt. Frank Fries, of Q}mv.ﬂlle,
(i, seems to have been the first emfhusiiast who began an elabarate reprint
‘gram, He comuwritrated on the Reade and Readle, I} series. Baglinming in 1
Fries produced ‘eighty-itwo issues of a smadll fanzine that repuibllished some Rmde
tales in serial fdrmahndssppitemented them with articles; letters to tied ediitor,
and such filllers as a request for infommsition on the real first name of pomp, (sic)
Fries comtimued this fanac at least thmmgh 1935+ uddher famed dime nowel fan-
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fours N ne, pulblished by Rsilph P. Smiith, Lawrense, Miass. It

ﬂ@umﬁhed durmg the 192@'3. Water A, Coodlet was the omly memther
of medimstoran fantiim with much interest in this ized fy teld Hﬁls collec-
tion comtained some 400 issmes of dime nowel fanz:mes, inclndimg nm.y of interest .
to science fiction readers., Gsmrge Sathr began to reprimt the Frank Reade Néeddly -

ime in 1931 in facsimiile form. The Dime Nowed Club also issned numerous
facsimiiles of the Readle, Wigilit, and other series. Prices at wiiich they were off-
ferred ware gemmilly higher than the cover price of the ariginals, whiich had
often sold for only a mickel desgiite thenr genmric name, but sitill much lower than
the going price paid by collectors for ori s. Fuies, for instance, sold a
facsimiile of Frank Rmﬂi@’s Steeam Man for fifty cemfs in 1927, Nobody has issmed -
a cleiklist of dime nowels wiith science fictin and fantasy themes. Codllectors
who sought them all, fanmtastic and mumilane, had big jobs. Salr spemt fiftteen _
years atttampting to compjlete his run of Frank Reade 1 ¥ inge, desyiite the
benetfit of a huge heaildtart wihen he bowght up but ten issues fioom the owrigi-

nal puitilisher.

One way to be certain that there was an early fandtum lies in the smrvival
into cowmtemporary times of various individuals who were ardemt collectimg fans
long before the first issme of Amzding Sfonies. Lawrence Nhming was known to
fandion omly as the wititer of prozine stories in the 1930fs. But he had been a
fantasy book colllector long before that. A Cammilian by birth, a Staten Islamder
by residience, and a mursery man by professwn, he speciialized in utopias, asseniilling
mwre than 500 volumes nn this theme., The mypdtery fan, ¥. S. Homstton, quiite poss-
ibly amtedates fandm as a collector. Tiis emigmadtic figure is old enough —- re-
pmtedly in his 809s -- and subscribed to fanzines fiwm their start. Lynn Hickmem,
one of the few fans who have visited him, described his coillection as one of the
finest of all. C. A, Bramilt, known today as the first litiewary edlitor of Ameazding
Stoikes, had a treemendous coillection of fantasy books in both Engdlish and other
languages, in the early days. This Gemmi-born chemist was reputed to be the
wadld®s grestest awitheniity on science fiction when a second-hand book desller put
him in towch wirth @&amsback to be wet nurse for Mumgimg Stories, A letter in
All-Story Néedilly in 1917 in witiich he asked help wirth a biblimguaphy of Gmarge
- MNllan Emgland is proof that he did mmre than read the books he cwollected. Buammilt,
who was credited with intmwducing the calculatimg muilimes to the Uniited States,
sufffered tfe loss of his colllection when it was seld owt fien under him wiiile he
‘was_owerseas in Woild War Tvo. Nfhing dawnted, in his sixties he began to re-
buiild this cwalllection., He wiilled the second col?exdftiom, upon his death in 1946,
to Adtwrmam. He had atteanded his first fan meedting, a postwar comwsiifion in -
Newark in Niawh, just before his death. Wilbur C. Wihitehead, an awetion bridge
’ who also helped wiith the early ediitimg of Amaing, was described as another
fan, Geemsback himself mlght have quudlified as a semirfan. He’d gone into wiild
enthusizmsmn at the age of nine wihen he emcouritered a German translation of Parcival
Lowtl’s Niars As the Me of Liffe, almuost mminviized the nowzls of Verne and Wéells,
and wrote his own sciemce fiction stories as a boy.

There is no douibt that quiite celebrated people have had fannish instincts

- that ware frustrated by their success in other fields. Thomms Wale, if we may
trust his desoription of Eugene Giuit, fliked alll wedird fable and wiild invemttion,
in prose or verse, fooon the Gwlden Ass to Samusd Tapllor CXlleridge, the chilef
primce of the moon and mmgic, Helen Tranfleel says in her awtobiography: "I have
a dozen long shelves packed wiith fairy tales fioom all ower the woidd. Far years,
I have collected the doings of never-never lamd wiith the same dewotion that a'
niiser miight cownt his gold. I emjoy reading thom ower and ower, smiiling at their
pleasure, and feelimg my eyes moassten at their disasters. The adwenitwres of the
chiildren, dweads, kings and princes, swams and heroes and cowtleenils, giamts
- and elves -- these, I find, arenotumealatﬁem‘ﬁheyswmtomtobeme
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genwine than mamy of the happemings in real life. In the best sense, my own life
has been a fairy tale.ii- Rollsert Batman in an essay on “Nicdem MNfyhHodbpgresll Fic-
tion? even proposed the theory that a sart of famdlom can be trmced thremgh the
ma]mnty of the imgpottamt Epdlish noredlists and poetts of the past three-quurters
of a cemury, originatimg in the theosopiliical writings of Madame Blawatsky, and
evidenced in such men as Lawemce*, Yesits and IHu@ley. Then there was the first
known Spmmiish fan, Nimed de Fallla, He also formed a precedemt for Cioremiitry.
As a boy, around 1390, he imvented an emtfire intmgiimary city, Cwmllom, compjlete
wiith a newepaper, El Mgs Collonidimw, and saftirical wesbiilies, El Burlon and El +
Ciomralbedll, THils had gemwine sciemze-ffictional elemwrits, because de Fallla armged
for letters and messages to go fiwm Culon to Swwille by 7a rapid vettiicle of his
own invemifion?], an old fnmmd recalled. Thare is no tellhng how far de Fallla
wanild have gone wiith this diesm city-cum-piBlications, if he hadn’t been so en-
grossed in it that he failed to watch the carmival revelry in the street below
the balecony of liis home at the start of one Lemtt, Hiis paremts investigated this
gudden dhisinterest, found him busy collectimg taxes, discovered all the receipts
and papers involved in the city, and called a doctor. The physician ordered all
the records taken away firom the youwth, lest it end in mmihwss. The disappointed
de Fillla had to seittle for the life of a compoaser.

The lack of a ralliypoint point like a full-{iteliged prozine must have prevented
- a comsecnitive fandbom fhom originatimg mamy decades before the 1930¥s. Too mmmy
- -persons with intense interest in science fiction: simply did not realize the ex-
- istemce of others wiith simiilar deminons. Thus, at a. time when a great desl of
colllectimg and bibliagrmphy was already in progress, we fimd one Edweard Shanks
- wtlitimg in The New Stafassman an-article about nowels set in the future. He claiims
“in his essay that no amaturs have begun millectﬂmg the books, Shauks, wwiiter of
t.a fantasy book Of his owm, The Peogle of the Ruiims, pulblished in 1920, foretold
in his essay muth bf mwitern fanzine falt&nnwihenhe recoommends  fantasy as a tieme
for anyone seekimg essay mafitarial thatt. could comib.me lmmmﬂmre, socnol«»gy and
' the psychology cdf t]he slnghtly mmne. y ) ,

© U Bat it omst also bammenﬁamed ‘that amaimm' yourna.l.nsm,oolﬂ,d'nmt flourish

- untfil ecmm:incwrdiﬂmns “hind t@cr.hnol@gy set the stage. The first known amattenw

- mugezines date back te 1750, but they were isstmes of a umiversity mugezine fimameed
. by wedll-heeled studemts of Okdfford and Gambmdge in Bigland, not suscgpitible of

.- imiftations elsewiere, It was not unritil just affter the Cimdil War that low-priced

- primtiing presses became awsiilable in the United States and litbeanyymmirded young-
sters could fimd a way to express themselves wiithout a professional medium. It

is slgmﬁmnt that the Mitiomsll Aarsteryfiwss Asudisgion of today was formed

i* - in 1876, The Buiitish ayjay orgamizativor' did hot arrive umifil 1890, Mimecggraphs

1 did not,become geneuilly awsilable unitil the 20th cemtury. The omly copying systam
: amlable in the 19th cemtury was a dewice that permiitted mwking omly a single

copy. of a documerrit. The invemiior of the hectograph for obwious reasons has con-

cealed so wedll all traces of his idenitity and deitziils of its discovery that I

have been unable to determine the date on wiiich he unlocked this sewret of nature.

But the dewiilish thimgs must have been awaiilable beffore the turn of the

. Hirank Swirmeerfon®s awtobiography tells how he pulblished wiith the help of a hecto—

.graph a smadll mmitilly journal as a teenage offfice boy. Swiimecrtom, incidemitally,

- gives cretdiit to the Bomr War, of all imspimable things, for helpimg to create a
great deal more amatteur journalissm. He thougit that it supgilied a ralllyimg point
for young mimds wirth lnberal tendemcies and thougihis.

Butt fan historians have’ overlooked the must tellimg piece of evidence proving
the existence of a numerows body of emilusiimstic fans before 1926. Grmsback,

"~ who reprinted in Amziing Stomies sevaral itbemns foum The Lane Taech Prep, the school
- pmiﬂhcaticon of a Chiucago high schewll, put the evidence into black and wiliite in
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ories at a date when he canmot be accused of fal]lﬂrg vietim to an un-

e neney.  In the June, 1926, Amaazing he wmrstte: "From the swggostions for
remnﬂts that are comiing in, these ‘fans’ seem to have a hobby alll their own of
hunting up sciertifiction stories, not omly in English, but in many other lan-
guages, Tmre is not a day, now, that passes but we get fom a dozen to fifty

ons as to stories of wiiich, framkly, we have no record, alttiemgh we have
a list of some 600 or 700 sciemftifiction stories. Some of these fans are con-
stanitly visitimg the book stores wiith the express purpose of buying new or old
sciemttifictibm. tales, and they even go to the trouble of adweartisimg for some
volumes that have long ago gone out of pmimtt.” Thiis passage is also notable as
the first puililic use of *fan” as the name for the person who lilkes science fictian
too much to be comiemt with moely readimg it ocmasiondlly. The referemce to
“fans” quiite possibly seitled the gewsral name for the helfilyyssits, and prevented
us a%mg as diistinctive a tenm as the hams of anaxditewr radio or the barlifs of

End of Part }
FOR SALE by Nerm Metedlf, P.O. Box 336, Baulsley, Catifermia, 9476%, USA.

The follbowimg used books are postpaid, mumey back wiith book if youw’renot saitisficd,
mintirum order $t:00

Science fiction, fantasy and supposed such

Kedlly, James Paul - Prince Izon, A. C.NbcQhmg, 1910, fiwe ill. in coilor by
‘Herold He and Bdwin Budtts, bindimg starting to give, slightly wc!mm, -though
otherwiise in good comiiition and a copy of the 1st edlition., $1.50

Wﬁl]m Edigar - The Day of Uhiiting, Mfytery League, Inc., ist, 1930, stains on
cone, bindimg startimg to loosen, otherwise in very good comilition, this
is one of the few sf nowels by this ome-time best sellimg awthor, the earth
is threatemed wiith destruction by a comexdt. $1.00%$1.00

Wigttt, S. Fosller - Ddluwe, Chpoesset & Dunllap binding of the first edlition,
binding loose, bucking and cracking of the cowamrs, otherwise clean and

- good $1.00$1.00

Ofher Books alll at $1.00 each, alll with dj (except "ndlj®) and recemt sf mosddy.

Amnidarson, Ponil - Txilight Woild, SFRC

Asimow, Isaac - The Stars Like Dhsst, 1Ist, exdllitwis

B'zaxhded:ﬁ, Leigh - The Starmen, Ist, exllitwris

Clarke, Arthur C, - Fram the Oueam, From the Stars, SFBC, $1.30
Clemeerit, Hell - Mission of Gieaniity, 1st, exlibris

(llifton, Niark - When they Come Fram Space, SFBC

Codllins, Hut - Toncorow®s Woild, Awadlon, nd, exlibiris

Dick, R. A. - The Ghwsst and Nhs., Nhair, Ziff-Dawmiis, 1945, &th,

Godldy, H. L. - The Fifth Gmlaxy Reattar, SFBC,

kally, J. Huriter - Bricowdter, Awsdlon, nd,

Hope, Thomms Tempile - Intrigme on the Upper Lewedl, Railly & Lee, 193%, 1st, ndj
Leinsterry NMgpray - The Fonpoitten Plamet, ist, exlibwris

Meriil, Judiith - Shadow on the Heearth, 1st, ndlj, exdlibris

Néewiom, J¥., Sam ~ The White Widows, 1st, exdibris

Nboore, Wéard - Gheenmer fhan You Think, 1st, ndt;, exclibiris

Nowrrse, Alan E. - Tiger By the Txiil, SFEC

Pollil,. Frederick -~ Star of Stars, SFBC,

Mnidill, Rolleart - Thd Dawiing Light, 1st

St. Johy, PMiillip - Ruodedts to Newhkew, Ist, exdibris '
Sanitesson, Homs Stefan - The Faritastic Uhimeerse Omaiabws, SFRC -
Scllneditter, John G, - The Gidlden Kazoo, Rinedlzart, nd, ex=libris

et —— ———— —" 77> - —— ——




 SPRAGUE DE QAMP, AND THE. INOLATORS.
by -
" Diick Eney

Bhu‘y Wamﬂr ;;ust the other day, was urgmg us to put Grace Meeéhom
P%on Plaee m o fantasy libraries, on the ground that it certainly wasn’t a

¥smaﬂt@wn Wtll, he was kiddimg; but I°m not speakimg
@mﬂirelynﬂ‘jestw&hen tﬂlyouthatLl%@demsw .

Riodes: (Douhileday, 1960, $4.50 Bamtam,
who dii, mgs good .scwmm, fiction,

1ts tme that The* Bronze God of Rﬁmﬂb@ comverns itself wiith events in
Cllassical Gireek history; namly, the siege of the islkand city of Riwdes by Deme-
trios Psliorketes in 305-4 BC. And of course it has some of the thimgs science
fietion usually;, lacks and historical fiction is steomg on: ragmg hand-to-frand
bafties and veluptuous, passionate women for the hero to enjoy. Butt they’re

hﬂgﬁﬁgl wiith such a differemce that we stfmists, readx%g thls book, showld
real kiek out of seeimg how one of the maadters in our addltresses hi: to

wiiitimg that crazy Samell Shdllabarger stuff.

¢) wiill be enjoyed by every fan

Far a begmmng, de Camp®s stfnal oriemtation shows somewmilzt in his choice
of a hero. AUl (wedll, 82.7%, last survey I mmile) historicalinovel heroes are
dowvittrodden folk who itwik, to. better themmslwes, Uhede Hugo himssdlf couwldn®t
have boggled at de Camp’s choiice: C1hmes of Lindos is a bmilliant young Tech-
nician whwse ideas are rejected by his Elders and Btters. (Be it noted that
Smrague is far too good an arrtist, howeosar, to emplloy the Jealous Dmtivdlical
Chyponent gimnﬁmk‘ aside fioom mere comservatism, Q’ﬂms earns all the illk=wiill he
getts.) The new imvemtion he’s tzyimg to get adopted is the lost wam-mudthod of
bromze-casting, to be sure, but the princ:ipﬂle”s all there.

Anediher pritme source of Sense-of Womiler de Camp uses freely is owr Ndattian
Obserwer ganbbif; the dewice of clarification or expadition by conmeer fhesm an
observer of alien cuillture, Muit"s not a device pemuiliar to stfantasy, though we
inkeriit it legitimately -- through that part of our pedigree that runs back
through sodiial crititissn —- and de Camp was notably fond of it wien he was wei-
img in Camppbtl’s zines during the farti.es.

Wiedt I fimd the moosst imgyessive feamm of this as of nmwst, of de Camp?s
wiiitimg is not one pewulliar to stfantasy, even if he’s its greafest practitiomer
in ouwr miicrocesm, I'im tallkimg abouwt his almust preternaurally acute sense of
realissm -~ that quedlity in his work wiiich mgkes me undterstand why he credlits the
abillity to create fascinatimg lamds of' fantasy to @the facuilty for comjurimg up
seemiggiysdlid eidetic imsgmst, (I trust he won’t sllit my throat when he re-
callls wiere that quwﬁte came ﬁmm, and who it’s supposed to desuribel!) Atfler

a few dozen of s books and stories nobody can douibt that this is
th y way to accoumt for his maastery of the Uhmodficed Mdttdil; he’s . there,
walichiing the story happen, and not up at Qgresden at his typer imagining ng it. ' S
it’s natmral that he noitices the minor dietziils that wonild cafch the eye of any .
mwstiorn observer on the scene, - Even the historical nowadl’s requiisite .Sexy Love
AfEdir and Reecootiliztion with Paremts become alﬂrogether hnlam(ms under the

mﬂmcgofde@a PSS%MOletl]I@%SI n--thatg]f
%ih%lﬁ owgaus ju: 3@% v%yxﬁdmgs eg yogoﬂﬁappen wirt a gu E vﬁwg 's Wﬁ & té
iR off with a sttamger because she's hotblooded and, ah, equeitely lmr
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and how Chmres (used as he is to tame and submiissive womem) wmild get along with
the wench, after he®s explored the mure obwvious pleasures of co-existence.

The chiilef deffect of this wark is that natural to historical nowels whiose

ﬁgdthors %re adﬂflnccﬂmd wiith sglmi]ml 3n13egnbtty, I mean themrmt;d diffuseness,

sto e Spomgdler and Tagnibee) not being as wedll-plot as a best—
sellmllg nowel, de Camp has himself pointed cmtgthat the wars of the Diadoshi —
the gemmals who started grabbimg for pieces of the Niaceitonian ©mpire on the
death of Allexamdier the Giweat — simply had no discoverable tremd or mwordl; i€°s
too bad that the heroic tlisme of Rimdles standimg agsimst the Anifigomids, a
single free city agsiimst an Bwppire, ended wiith a peace agreememt on exa:ctﬂy the
same temrms that had been proposed before alll the fightimg began, but thait”s the
Hudtorical Nase®s gooff, not the awthor’s. A suypefficial flaw —- that the tale
of the war crowds the owent theme, the corsttruction of the CGdlossus of Riwiles,

-_ 14
ginmtrm agddg " est&the Sndral 15 gﬁ)t 133 even% gegtcfaﬁﬁﬂﬁgt%e
tells of it omly to explain how he came to have the inspiration for his colossal
statme of - HEGhos—Amdllo wiiich he really weamits to tell a

Trhrongthoont, clraradterization is handled in the supsiior de Camp style, the
best possible symitiwesis of the hack method of telliing us onifright how to
apgraise a subject and the introgpective Yarty" fashion of never beimg expilicit;
de Camp tells us, all right, but only to confimm an impression he’s already
made. Wien he remarks that Bias, despite his fauilts, is "*wise to resolve, and
patient to perfarm?®?”, it’s omly affter we’ve seen the older craftsmman invemt a
new missile-ttinoower of improved ramnge and straighten ouwt the egpdtistical Clmres
without a residue of ill{tediirg; wien Chmres himmslf tells us he’s the owmer of
a hot and hasty temper wefve already noticed it —— whwt de Camp is really tell-
img us is that Chwres isn’t blimd to his own fauilts.

Sprague’s medficulous realisim, again, imftwms the emitire book and -- in my
prejudiced view - wanild repay a fan’s readimg even if The Bronze God ... weren’t
the wthatking good story it is. Glancing at ramdkm at hailf 2 dozen pages I fimd
the man fliivgimg out asides and paremihwtical explamations of: the reaction of
Atthens to some of Demttiios' psychwlogiical wanffare; the Greek cure for hangower
(cabbage’; if you wmonidered); Rimites' methods for dealimg wiith class wemffare; the
intermdl’ adhimbistration of Ptolemsic Egmpt; the theory and practice of fencimg
stolen valuables; and ficlilesspedient methods of dealimg with armored military
vethiicles. This fantastic knowlledge of and attentn@n to dkdtzicl, as I°ve said,
awes me rather; I can’t shake off the impmession that de Camp mexrely thought of
a good dramdtic sitmation, paused a momwnt to sort out the pertiment data in his
mind, and ‘then wwote it just as the real evemits happened (perfect wiith the first
draift, of counrse), wiith his chamacters actimg outt the happemings for him-to: re-
cord without requiirimg any awithrorial adjustmenits of the stage and props. Wien
an auwthor can do that, he has nothimg to learn about technigue.

The End
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| READER"S FORTHRIGHTLY
Redd Buggs, P.O. Box 57242, . Los Augzles 57, Californim
: - : Y T .

Damon Kniglhit’s article or rather speech strilkes me very favorably, but I
don’t thimk it comppares closely wiith DK®s usmal book reviews as litierary cniti-
cism. As a plea for “wedlity" in sff, i¢’s fine, but it tells nobody anything

very useffoill il the method of aclmevmg the efffects he poimts ouit in the passages
by Fidnilein, Slirley Jackson, et al. To me ame of the mmre interestiing bypaths
trod by Damon Kuiigiht here is the pemiltimate paragraph whmre he talks about the
sf hero who liwed in a stramge wanrld beyond reality, cet offf fiom real life. I
WalS g, unsiweessiilly, to describe this essenifial quedlity of much eostefnal
age to .sorpsone not long ago, someone who argued that the “sense of wamitar® in
that type of sf was created by the fact that the hero wemt firom a famiiliar mnid
into a stramge new warld of tamorrow or in another dimsmsion. He mesritioned Wil-
lioamson®s The Gireen Giwl as an exampple. Yait, as Damon poiimiés ouif, the hero was in
the opeming scenes of that yarn, compbdiely cut off funm real life and the
"resility" pictured in the beglnnmg was no less famfastic than the mmned
wadd visited later in the story

Redd -
(@ Iljmgman wmﬂld of 4 Ny 1999 wiith the sun going oat is pretty famitasitic.))
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Nﬂke Mﬂ@r A;plt 10-K, 25 Niamr Eﬂwe, Newsark 6, New Jersey
Dear Norm,

In my short list of the recemt Verne filims, I°ve compbdtrly neglected to -
megrition Mllke Todd®s Around the Wooild in 80 Daws and rather than sufffer the ver-
bal assamilts of more astute readers 1°d lilke to clarify my poimits. First of all
Twenrty Thowsand Leagues Upiker the Sea, From the Earth to the Nbwom, and Journex
to_the Cantier of the Earth were all presented as sf. fillms, ~ Awound the Ndeild in
80 , on the other hand, was a tzmveloguee.specttacullar, Ghanfted it may have
been sf wlhen wriitten, bait today it is not. Just wiat is the famtastic elememt
in the Todd filin? Onlly that it is possible. to civcmmmewigste the globe in the
relatively shiontt time of 80 days. = And this theme is underplayed’in the fillm.
Todd is mmre comcerned instead wiith presentimg lovely scemery, excitememt and
adwertture, rather 'lthan any sciemxeffictibnal elementt. Wit he did Was simply
use Aaround the Woeild in 80 Duws as a veltiicle for presentimg a panorzma of stars
and sitmaticms, muest umrelated, on the assumpition that the mure ¥ spectacuillart
the filim, the bigger crowd it wiill emtice to the box offfice.

SIN cerely,
Nﬁke Dhadddmgggor
((The Vemrne book isn't sf enthm ));
Poul Awirson o )
Dear Norm,

BErnjoyed the last NF, espmaiilly.the pleasamt revisw “of %M.
Hoveeerr, simee--yon-appesif t6 concern yonnself wiith the mimmitiae of science fic-
tian as wedll as the inportant issues, perhaps I should make one smadll correction.
The story was not "rewditten and expanded by (me) and abridged by Aee™, as you
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. The version wthich appeared in Amnzing Stories was, imdeed, cut (not by
, often to the point of incoherence. Bit -- as they have not always done —
Ace printed the wiuille story, exmsily as in the NI, wrtg the excgption of the
title, an occasiomsl typo, and a lastt+minute conrection by mypedlf of a goof re-
ggrdmg the Sirauss famiily, wiiich you spotted in the muppazine version and poiimit-
ed out to me,

The whuille question mnﬂld be trivial except for the fact that there is so
much wanton edhitimg in the pulp and pb fields that an edlitor who has done the
decentt thimg and kept hands off should get the credit due him. Agreed?

Y
Pouil
{((I"m sorry about the error regardimg who did wihat, Tt is wHelt comes of looking
at evenits as clwromsllogdical wiith regard to newsstandsi and then applying loose
temminology. Buk the cower carries an Ace euphemiem for abridged, yow’d beftter
check again. Whllheim has abridged on the cowers of books when omly one paragraph
was miissing, At least he®s homest about it.))

Raleart E. Rriney
Deser Norm,

1n®teasn@ﬂMtalﬂrmtmthemvmufMﬂhtm’ MNbxdter in Black Leff-
ter: the book is nmt 'Try e Yanmmws’s third ance, but at least his fourth.
Antther shext story, agarean Romjji”, was in the The Ssiimt Mfptery Nézasiine,
Dec 59; another s’wry, The Gerrifle Wiy’ appeared in the Awg 60 issue, buit this
was affter the mmgazine had gome to the printers.

Now for the letters. I°ve been saving tiem for the end, simce sevaral of
them are mmre than slightly irritttliing. (My reactions have cooled in the week
or so since I first read the issue....) Expeetidlly itssome were the commeudts of
Willizan F. Tempile and John Pesta, who it seems wmuld like to eliminate fomom sf
one of the quelhities wHiich distimguishes it fowom other fiction -- the presemce
of science as a basic imgredient in the story. Ghanited, all science and no
story mukes pretty duill readimg (just go back to the early Gmmasback and Sloane
days and see); but on the other hand, all story and no science (wiiich is wint
these gentlbmen seam to prefer) J‘lJlSt is pot science fiction, and can be found in
far greatier quanttity and quedlity in mamy “other fields. To qm@te Ead Kemp (in
his symposizm *Who Kiilled Sciience E‘uc:tmn?’”) If you don®t lilke appiles, get
out of the tree.”.

In adidition Temple seems to slide fioom disparagimg commmeerits on Andderson®s
article into a demmdwmtion of "heawy-science” stories, implying that Anddarsom®s
nowel belongs in the latter category. If that is his impgnession of the story,
we diiffer; I found The Enemy Sitars one of Anddersom®s best and muest mwwing
stories. In fact, it was so good that I didn’t even begin to notice the scien-
tific skeleton underneath unitil the second or third reading, and it teok his
article in NF #2 to brimg it fully to light. 1’1l always be grateful to him for
wiiitimg the article and to NF for printiimg it, precisely for that reason.

Cleeais!
Bob Briney
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Jim Groves, 29 Lathom Road, East Ham, London, E. 6, Lngland
Dear Norm, —

I must take Bill Temple up on this letter of his., Anderson's story “We
Have Fed Our Sea” was not overloaded with science, but the background working
was necessary to make sure that everything seemed authentic, The article was
interesting but you don®t have to understand it fo appreciate the story. It's
just that some people have the type of mind that tends to pick holes in theories,
even those behind stories written and read purely for entertainment, so that to
enjoy a story it has to stand up to that sort of serutiny. That’s the sort of
mind that scientific training gives you. If Bill?’s more interested in human
situations then he should stick to mainstream writings, sf is the interaction of
people with speculative science situations and for the story to ring true both
must be able to stand up to reasonable scrutiny. There are certain limits to
human behavior and the same goes for scientific possibilities. I can®t see what
Bill was complaining about since Anderson didn®t put this theory into the story,
only into an article.

Bill?s last line stinks =-- real life, which the writer is trying te poriray,
is written with slide rules, not with pens. UMen will get the 20 or even 10-hour
working week eventually not because philosophers write that they need it to be-
come really human but because men with slide rules make the machines that do the
routine jobs more efficiently than men. If a writer writes a novel set in an
area of country he is well advised to have a mgp of that area so that he doesn't
have his characters performing impossible feats like running from one point to
another in a few mimutes: when he has previocusly indicated that they are some 10
or more miles apart. And if the country is imaginary then publication of a map
and article about it comes under Bill’s prohibition. 4nd if the story is based
on an idea that has no objective reality at the moment then such an article is
like unto that of Anderson®s in NF #2. Some people buy cars just to take them
to pieces for fun, and some do it because they are car manufacturers and they
need to analyse its structure in order tc improve their omm product. Likewise
some pecple read sf just to dissect the ideas in it, just for fun., and some do
it because they are writers themselves and don’t yet know it all. BEven if it
doesn't give you any definite ideas it's nice to see how the other bloke does
it, you never know, a slight modification of your own style might improve it no
end,

Yours,
Jim

James Blish
Dear Noxm,

Just got arcund to reading the current New Frontiers, which I enjoyed
thoroughly; but 1 find it raises a ghost T would like to see laid, One of your
correspondents remarks that the science in The Triumph of Tinme is gobbledegook,
according to the testimony of an unnamed person he thinks campetent to judge
such matters.

This is the third time I have encountered this remark, The first time, of
course, was in Schuy Miller's review in ASF, where he sald almost precisely the
same thing. John R. Pierce, whom I would think competent to judge, made the ac-
cusation directly, but failed to supply specifications when challenged, shifting
instead to the grounds that he found the novel philoscphically unsatisfying.
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I wiish somebody wanild either puwt up or shwt up on this maitter. Céertainly
I don’t claiim that Trinmph is emitirely free of scienitific error, or that all my
specullations couild be defended; on the other hand, as far as I know it is
neither mre nor less inaccurate than must of my other books, and cost me just
as much time and efffort in the science depawrtmemrit. If there is anybody who is
prepared to documemt the charge of gobbledegook, let him come forth wiith
and verse, and be prepared to slmg it out. (Bearing in mimd, of course, that I
take no resp:mmsﬂ:nihty for typoes and dropped limes, since I wasn’t given the
oottt roofmd the Awon ediition. I wiill stand by the text of the Eng-
lish edﬁtmn, A (Dlas of Cymbbils, wiiich I did proof; it is otherwise idenitical
wiith the Awaeiicanl)

I feel as strongly as Ponil does about gettting things rightt, and up to now,
readers genmardlly seemed to trust me not to foist nomsense upon them, at least
not delliberately. 1°d like to keep that record clean -- espexiizlly since there
seem to be very f@wstMersanymxrewﬂ:oseﬁntohaveanycmcimceatall
about the science half of their mBImm (see, for instance, Nt Tempjle®s letter in
the same issue).

3
Jim

Diwralld Franson, 651}3 Balbcock Awemm, Nearth Hhillywmd, Cliformia
Dear Norm,

Damon Kaiighitt says sometﬂhnng really inpoottant, that science fiction wriiters
shouild try for mmre cpnyimcimgness (a ward preferable to “realissm” wiiich has so
meny meeatiings that it is bound to be mimimttermpreted). In the old days, the slow
start, the much derided "fraume’! helped to comwince. Wien I first started read-
ing science fiction I enjoyed mmst those stories wihich I beliewed couwld happen
-- as when the remmrkable invemtion that wmiild have destroyed the Earth was it-
self destroyed, along wiith the scienttist -- because if this wasn’t the outzmme
how conild the namrator be telliing the story, and how could I be readimg it? In
Jack Willimmson®s “Stone From the Green Star’ the framme helps make believable the
incredible future by telliing about the awthor himmslf receiwimg this box wiith the
message in it. Wills used this technique, so did Dumsamy, to good efffect - the
last in shortt~-sharts, refutimg the idea that frames make the story unbearably
long, WHen awthors assmmed the reader knew it was "omly a story®, some of the
semse of womiter went out of science fictian -- and fantasy. Take Loovecornfft,
whedther you lilkke him or noit, he spemt mmst of the wawrdage in tryimg to comwince,
and succeeded quiite wedll.

Science fiction shouwld have an advamtage ower fantasy in comwincingmess,
since it can rely on facts instead of denying facts, but awthors must comwince
first in either case, and they dom’t try hard enough. I thimk beimg comwinced
is of primary impmrtance to enjoying a serious story. A light fantasy need not
be too commiincing, as the reader brimgs a wiillimg suspemsion of dhisbullief, be-
cause he wanits to say, a John Gidllier story. THuit"s wihy I say fantasy
has it tougher, qrelsni]lmﬂd have, than science fiction. In practice, the sciene
fiction witters, knowing this, are lazier, and are not as comwincing, as they
should be. MNoeritiedless, don’t you thimk ghust stories, for exampile, were much
nmre thrilliing whem, as a dhild, you beliegved in ghosts? (If you did) And
aren’t sf stories that are plausible mmre excitimg (if they are exciiting, of
course) than the omes the awthor himsslf couildn’t possibly believe in? I never
want for F. OHlin Tremxime’s "thougtitweadiamt” fornmila, wieare amyth can hap-
pen, like mmgic, And if you believe that stickimg strictly to tlﬁmgsng that thg
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suther himself can believe in as possibilities (not necessarily probabilities,
of course) will restrict the scope of a story to the humdrum and the here-and--
now, read Asimov’s “The Last Question” (8FQ, Wov 56) or some of the old Camp-
bell epics.

hugust Derleth has some intelligent things to say about his book business,
some of which apply to the "Who Killed SF?¥ argument, as the point about satura-
tion of a limited readership.

Yours,
Eonald Franson
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Books For Sale (cont. from page 23)

schoonover, Lawrence - Central Passage, SFRC,
Simak, Clifford D. - Time It the Simplest Thing, SFEC (The Fisherman)
Smith, Thorne - Topver Takes A Trip, Sun Dial, nd, ndj,
Sohl, Jerry - The Altered Ego, Rinehart, nd, ex-libris

-~ The Hapwloids, Rinehart, nd, ex-libris

- Point Ultimate, Rinehart, nd, ex-libris
Verne, Jules - Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea, World, 1946, ill. by

Kurt Wiese (color illoes) (but mostly black & white)}, ex-libris

Wylie, Philip - Tomorrow!, Rinehart, nd, ex-libris
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